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1: Introduction 
 
 
Many architects like to think of themselves as artists (and, in some cases, with very good 
reason), but art and architecture do not always travel happily together. As the Sydney 
architect, Jack F. Hennessy junior, wrote in 1932,  
 
Many commercial men look upon architects as being unpractical and day-dreamers without 
any knowledge of business, but such is not the case, and it is up to us to prove it by our work 
and the advice we give. After all, in many cases a commercial building from the client's point 
of view is primarily a business investment, and he has every right to expect a good return 
from it, as well as a place to house him, his staff, and his goods. The artistic treatment of it is 
the architect's work, as is also the designing of it to obtain a good return.1 
 
Jack Hennessy's artistic gifts were not negligible, but he never let them get in the way of a 
good business proposition, and he built an Australia-wide practice on the basis of this hard-
headed formula. 
 
For the Brisbane architect, Lange Leopold Powell (1886-1938), the distinction between art 
and architecture was not so clear-cut. After Powell's death, one of his former articled pupils, 
Bruce Lucas, said of Powell that he "was endowed with rare art and architectural ability."2 
That artistic gift was a motive force in Powell's life and work, and he nurtured it with a fine 
private art collection. 
 
Like Hennessy, although on a smaller scale, Powell was a successful commercial architect. 
Yet there is an aesthetic imperative that pervades all of Powell's work and, if the end-product 
is not always successful, it is rarely uninteresting. Powell's aesthetics were backward-looking 
and conservative, but they were neither conventional nor uninspired, and this is why his work 
remains interesting almost eighty years after his death. 
 
Powell grew up in a strongly religious environment, but it was only later in life that he had 
the opportunity to indulge his passion for ecclesiastical architecture, and especially the 
delights of church decoration and furnishing. The bread-and-butter of his professional career 
was commercial architecture (warehouses, retail premises, banks) and hospitals, but even 
these utilitarian buildings show evidence of a mind trying to express the beautiful in the 
everyday. 
 
Lange Powell's professional work was both extensive and varied, and it is the aim of this 
study to help us better understand and appreciate those buildings. They occupy a unique and 
significant place in the history of Queensland's inter-war architecture and certainly deserve 
much closer study. 
                                                 
1 J. F. Hennessy, "Some Aspects of Recent Architecture," Architecture (Sydney) 21, no. 9 (1932): 203. 
2 Telegraph (Brisbane), 1 November 1938, city final edition, p.12. 
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Methodology 
 
Many of Powell's buildings have sadly disappeared, and those which survive are widely 
scattered around Queensland, so the primary sources on which this study is based are not so 
much the buildings themselves as tender notices and descriptive articles in contemporary 
newspapers and trade magazines. For the Brisbane buildings, the building registers of the 
Brisbane City Council have also been a useful source, but those registers are unfortunately 
incomplete, and before 1925 they cover only the inner city area of Brisbane. Additionally 
there are a small number of architectural plans from Powell's office which survive in libraries 
in Brisbane. 
 
Although Powell preferred to practise independently, he was in partnership for considerable 
periods throughout his career. When examining the works emanating from those partnerships, 
it is a challenge for the architectural historian to identify the works for which Powell himself 
was primarily, or solely, responsible. In this context, a useful guide is the listing of buildings 
(presumably provided by Powell) which was published in an article on Powell which 
appeared in the Sydney magazine Building in 1932.3 
 
The indispensable secondary source on Lange Powell is the thesis which Margaret Frances 
Kerr prepared in the final year of her architectural course at the University of Queensland in 
1957.4 Kerr was researching Powell's career less than twenty years after his premature death, 
and thus had access to family members and former colleagues, who shared their recollections 
with her. Furthermore, many of Powell's buildings were still standing at that time, before the 
boom years of the 1960s swept away so much of Brisbane's architectural heritage. Kerr's 
first-hand observations (and photographs) of those buildings are an invaluable resource for 
the architectural historian today. 
 
In presenting the results of this research, a straightforward chronological approach has been 
adopted, dividing Powell's career into four periods, each of which is examined separately. An 
appendix contains data sheets on 130 of his more important buildings. Unfortunately some 
significant projects have been omitted from the appendix because no images of the buildings 
in question could be found. 
 
Note that when buildings are dated, the date given is the year of construction. 
 
Acknowledgements 
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Kerr for her pioneering work, and her 1957 thesis has been a constant point of reference 
                                                 
3 "Australian Architects and Their Work. 4, Lange L. Powell and G. Rae," Building (Sydney), 12 February 
1932, p.40-43. 
4 Margaret F. Kerr, "Langé L. Powell, Architect" (B.Arch. thesis, University of Queensland, 1957). 
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5 For more information on the life and career of Margaret Mayers (née Kerr), see the Digital Archive of 
Queensland Architecture (online). 
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2: Origins 
 
 
The family background of Lange Powell was unusual. Both his father and his mother came 
from very religious families, but their religion was not the comfortable Victorian piety of the 
established Church of England, but rather the militant, evangelical religion of the self-
improving artisan class. Those who are interested in Powell's architecture will ask themselves 
what impact a childhood spent in this milieu had upon his professional career.  
 
Powell's father, the Reverend William Powell, was a major figure in the history of the 
Methodist church in Queensland. He was born in England, on 4 March 1845, near the hamlet 
of Michaelchurch Escley, in a remote corner of the county of Herefordshire, close to the 
Welsh border. His father, Thomas Powell, who had been born across the border at Bryngwyn 
in Radnorshire, was then working a farm of 155 acres and employing two farm-workers, so 
the family was apparently in comfortable financial circumstances. Thomas's wife, Elizabeth 
(née Watkins), was born at Clodock in Herefordshire, about 7 km south of Michaelchurch 
Escley. She had given birth to at least two other children before the arrival of William, and 
she would bear at least five more.1 
 
In the early 1850s the family moved about 6 km north, to a farm of 125 acres at Snodhill, 
outside the village of Peterchurch. Newspaper reports indicate that Thomas Powell was active 
locally as a lay preacher with the Primitive Methodist church.2 The Primitive Methodists 
were a fundamentalist religious group, drawing their adherents mainly from the artisan and 
working classes. They had broken away from the more conventional Methodists, in an 
attempt to return to the simpler, more zealous Christianity which had been proclaimed by 
John Wesley.  
 
Thomas's son, William, also became a lay preacher. He must have impressed his listeners, 
because in 1865, when not quite twenty, he was called to the ministry. The Primitive 
Methodists did not establish any system of formal training for the ministry until later in the 
century, but William was able to undertake studies at the Hampstead Heath Congregational 
College in London. His first appointment was to Southampton. On 8 July 1869 he married 
Elizabeth Jones, the daughter of a miller and farmer, in the Providence Primitive Methodist 
chapel at Ploughfield, near Preston-on-Wye, Herefordshire. 
 
By 1871 William Powell was attached to one of the London circuits of the Primitive 
Methodist church, and he and his wife were living at St Augustine's Road, Kentish Town, in 
north London, where they were sharing a large house with another minister and his family.3 
In that year their first child, Ellen Elizabeth, was born.  
                                                 
1 1851 census of England and Wales. 
2 Hereford Times, 8 July 1854, p.8; Hereford Times, 17 October 1857, p.8.  
3 1871 census of England and Wales. 
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Providence Primitive Methodist Chapel, Ploughfield, Herefordshire 
Built 1862. William Powell and his first wife were married here in 1869. 
 
By this time the Primitive Methodists had established themselves in the Australian colonies, 
and there was a pressing need for ministers to spread the word in the antipodes. William 
Powell had established a reputation as "a young and active worker for the cause,"4 and he was 
induced to emigrate to Queensland. He and his family arrived in Brisbane on the Rangatira 
on 4 September 1874. Powell ministered for about ten months in Rockhampton (which was 
then the centre of Primitive Methodism in Queensland) before being transferred to Brisbane. 
After about five years at the Leichhardt Street church he moved to Ipswich. His elder brother, 
Thomas Powell (ca 1842-1915), arrived in Queensland in 1882 to join him in the ministry. 
 
Elizabeth Powell died at Ipswich on 18 August 1882, leaving a family of six young children. 
Her widowed husband would have needed the assistance of a housekeeper, and when he and 
his family moved to Rockhampton in April 1883, shipping records indicate that they were 
accompanied by a Miss Zillman. On 5 September 1883, in Rockhampton, William Powell 
married Mary Ellen Zillman. She had been born about 1850 on a farm north of Brisbane, in 
what is now the suburb of Nundah. Her family background will be examined later. 
 
Mary Ellen Zillman would bear her husband four children: Emma Louise (born 1884), Lange 
Leopold, the future architect (born 1886), Thomas Ernest (born 1888, died in infancy), and 
Herman Watkins (born 1889). She died of liver disease in Brisbane on 6 February 1902. 
 
                                                 
4 Telegraph (Brisbane), 5 September 1874, p.2. 
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In 1889 the Powell family left Rockhampton for West End, Brisbane. After four years there, 
Powell continued his ministry at Toowong for two years, before being transferred to 
Bundaberg in 1895. By this time the possibility of re-uniting the Primitive Methodists with 
the other Wesleyan groups in the Australian colonies was being seriously considered, and 
Powell was a strong advocate of this initiative. When he returned to serve in Brisbane in 
1898, it was as minister of the Brunswick Street Methodist Church, and the following year he 
was elected president of the United Methodist Conference in Queensland.  
 
 
Reverend William Powell (1845-1922) 
Father of Lange Powell 
 
Powell would spend the rest of his working life in and around Brisbane, ministering in 
parishes in South Brisbane, Ithaca, West End and Bundamba. In 1913, at the age of 68, he 
retired from parish work and undertook a new role as chaplain to hospitals and visitor to 
immigrant boats. In 1914 he made a return visit to England, and travelled to Herefordshire, to 
preach in the chapel where he had worshipped as a boy. On his return to Brisbane, he 
continued his work as chaplain to public institutions until shortly before his death, at the age 
of 77, on 2 August 1922. He was survived by four daughters and three sons.5 
 
                                                 
5 Obituary of Rev. William Powell, Brisbane Courier, 3 August 1922, p.6. 
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In the final years of his life, Powell devoted much time to raising funds for the establishment 
of a home for discharged prisoners, and this project was finally realised soon after his death. 
Located at Kuraby, this establishment was named the William Powell Home, to honour his 
memory. The centenary history of the Methodist church in Queensland described Powell as: 
 
A rich evangelical preacher, a devoted pastor, a lover of young people, endowed with the 
power of organisation and a directing mind, he was loved in all his circuits [parishes].6 
 
* * * 
 
On his mother's side, Lange Powell was descended from industrious German missionaries 
who were among the earliest free settlers in Queensland. His grandfather, Johann Leopold 
Zillmann (the name was normally anglicised as John Leopold Zillman), was born on 12 
November 1812 near the small town of Driesen in Prussia; the town is now called Drezdenko, 
and it lies in the west of modern-day Poland. His father was a tailor turned farmer, who died 
when the boy was about seven years old. Thereafter the young Zillman was obliged to work 
as a farm-labourer before eventually apprenticing himself to a blacksmith. 
 
Zillman completed his articles in 1831 and embarked upon an itinerant existence in various 
parts of Germany and Belgium. This was an unhappy time in his life, dominated by an 
addiction to gambling. All of this changed in 1836, when he was working in Berlin and heard 
of the Reverend Johannes Gossner, who was training artisans to be lay missionaries. Zillman 
joined Gossner's group and found a new purpose and a new faith.7 It was apparently at this 
time that he met and married Clara Louise Auguste Lange, who was about five years his 
junior. 
 
John Dunmore Lang, a Scottish clergyman who in 1823 had become the first Presbyterian 
minister in New South Wales, approached Gossner in 1837 to request missionaries to convert 
the Aborigines of the colony. The Zillmans were among a group of Gossner's trainees who 
volunteered to form a mission station at Moreton Bay. Zillman, as a blacksmith, had valuable 
practical skills, and his wife was designated as a schoolmistress to the mission. The 
missionaries travelled initially to Scotland, and left Greenock in September 1837 on the 
Minerva, arriving in Sydney in January 1838.  
 
The Zillmans finally reached Moreton Bay on 8 June 1838, aboard the Isabella, at a time 
when Moreton Bay was still a penal settlement, closed to free settlers. The government 
granted the mission 640 acres of land north of Brisbane, at a location which now forms part 
of the suburb of Nundah, and there they founded a station which they called Zion's Hill. It 
                                                 
6 R.S.C. Dingle, ed., Annals of Achievement: A Review of Queensland Methodism, 1847-1947 (Brisbane: 
Queensland Book Depot, 1947), 127. 
7 About 1836 Zillman wrote an account of his earlier life, which is preserved in the archives of the Gossner 
Mission, Berlin. A photocopy of the manuscript, with a poor English translation, is held in the John Oxley 
Library, State Library of Queensland, at OM91-72. A better translation was published in Tony Powell and 
Margaret Outridge, "Johann Leopold Zillmann in Germany," in 150 Years: Nundah Families, 1838-1988, ed. 
Margaret Outridge (Brisbane: Nundah Historic Cemetery Preservation Association, 1989), 23-25. 
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was later known as German Station. The mission failed to convert any Aborigines, and 
financial support for it soon dried up. It eventually closed around the end of 1844, and the 
missionaries drifted away or, as in the case of the Zillmans, purchased land to establish farms 
to support themselves.8 
 
 
1846 Sketch of the German Mission at Zion's Hill (Nundah) 
The missionaries' houses stand in a row at the top of the drawing 
 
Leopold Zillman (he was normally known by his second forename) proved to be a very 
successful farmer. He acquired substantial land holdings, not only at Nundah, but also at the 
nearby Zillman's Waterholes and further afield in the Caboolture district. He had a brick 
house built on the southern side of Kedron Brook, and called it Woodville. The modern 
Woodville Street at Hendra preserves the name of the Zillman home. Zillman's wife, Clara, 
bore him ten children, the seventh of whom would become the mother of Lange Powell. 
Clara died on 19 March 1877. 
 
The following year Zillman made a return visit to Germany, with official support, to recruit 
immigrants for Queensland. Soon after his return to Queensland, he married his housekeeper, 
Helen Milne. He remained an active supporter of various nonconformist Protestant 
denominations, and in 1888 attended the inaugural meeting of the short-lived Queensland 
Aboriginal Protection Society. John Leopold Zillman died on 20 March 1892 at the age of 
                                                 
8 L.B. Grope, "'How Beauteous Are Their Feet': The Story of Zion's Hill, The First Mission Station in 
Queensland," in 150 Years: Nundah Families, 1838-1988, ed. Margaret Outridge (Brisbane: Nundah Historic 
Cemetery Preservation Association, 1989), 5-16. 
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79.9 His most enduring legacy is the name Zillmere, which was coined in 1888 as "an 
artificial reduction of Zillmans Waterholes."10 
 
 
John Leopold Zillman (1812-1892) 
Maternal grandfather of Lange Powell 
                                                 
9 Obituary of John Leopold Zillman, Telegraph (Brisbane), 21 March 1892, p.6. 
10 Queensland Place Names database (online). 
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3: Early Years 
 
 
Lange Leopold Powell was born on 2 July 1886 in Rockhampton. His birth certificate says 
that he was born in Bolsover Street, presumably at the Primitive Methodist parsonage, which 
stood near the corner of Fitzroy Street. He was given the maiden family name of his maternal 
grandmother and the second forename of his maternal grandfather. In German, the final e of 
the name Lange is pronounced distinctly, and on the birth certificate a circumflex accent was 
placed over the last letter of Lange to indicate this. Powell himself usually placed an acute 
accent over the e, for the same reason. 
 
He was the second-last of a large family. At the time of his birth, five children from his 
father's first marriage were still alive, ranging in age from six to fifteen. William Powell's 
second wife had already born a daughter, and she would later bear two more sons, one of 
whom died in infancy. 
 
Because of his father's calling, Lange Powell's childhood was somewhat itinerant. He was 
only two when the family left Rockhampton to live in the Brisbane suburb of West End, in 
what is now Ambleside Street. He began his schooling at the nearby West End Infants' 
School in May 1891, slightly short of his fifth birthday. By April 1893 he had advanced to 
the upper second class, at which point his family moved again to the suburb of Toowong. He 
was almost nine when they moved to Bundaberg, and three years later they returned to 
Brisbane, to live at New Farm, so that his father could take up his new post at the Brunswick 
Street Methodist Church. 
 
Lange was enrolled at the Brisbane Central Boys' State School in May 1898, in the fifth class. 
He presumably remained there until the end of 1899, to complete the sixth class, which was 
the leaving class. He was artistically gifted, like his mother, who fostered her son's talent. It 
was one of his teachers in Brisbane who suggested architecture as a possible career, and he 
embraced this idea with enthusiasm.1 
 
It was probably in 1900, soon after leaving school, that he was articled to the busy Brisbane 
architectural firm of Addison and Corrie. George Henry Male Addison (1857-1922) was also 
the son of a Methodist minister, and this may explain why Lange Powell began his career 
with Addison's firm. Addison and Corrie had a wide range of clients and the young pupil 
would have had ample opportunities to gain experience. The firm's major projects during the 
years of Powell's apprenticeship included the Commercial Union Insurance building, Eagle 
Street, Brisbane (1900-3, demolished), the Albert Street Wesleyan Church hall (1901, 
demolished), the South British Insurance building, Queen Street, Brisbane (1903, 
                                                 
1 Margaret F. Kerr, "Langé L. Powell, Architect" (B.Arch. thesis, University of Queensland, 1957), 8. 
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demolished) and the Bank of North Queensland building, also in Queen Street (1903-4, 
demolished). 
 
 
Some projects by Addison and Corrie during Powell's apprenticeship 
Left: Commercial Union Insurance Company, Eagle Street, Brisbane (1900-3, demolished) 
Right: South British Insurance Company, 359-361 Queen Street, Brisbane (1903, demolished) 
 
There was no formal architectural education available in Brisbane before 1918, so Powell, 
like all architects of the time, was trained on the job. The Brisbane Technical College offered 
a few relevant classes, and the published examination results show that he successfully 
completed courses in perspective and practical mechanics in 1901, and in building 
construction in 1902. The normal period of apprenticeship for an architect was five years, and 
Powell was still an articled pupil with Addison and Corrie as late as November 1904. He had 
probably completed his training by the time the partnership was dissolved in May 1905, 
shortly before Powell's nineteenth birthday. 
 
Throughout the years of his apprenticeship, Powell remained living with his family, in 
Methodist parsonages at Kangaroo Point, Ithaca and later West End. He was only fifteen 
when his mother died of a liver complaint on 6 February 1902. It goes without saying that he 
received a solid religious education, evidenced by a fifth-prize in the Methodist Sunday 
School Union scripture examination in October 1900. Some of William Powell's daughters 
were heavily involved in supporting their father's pastoral work, but it can be assumed that all 
the children made some contribution, if only as Sunday School teachers. 
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In 1904, at a church function, Powell met his future wife, a young Victorian woman who was 
then on an extended visit to her sister in Brisbane.2 Maude Gertrude Moore was born in 
Ararat, Victoria, in 1887, the daughter of Samuel Moore, a prosperous Wimmera farmer who 
died when his daughter was aged about six. He came from a Presbyterian background in 
northern Ireland and his family was very active in the Presbyterian Church at Kewell and 
later at Murtoa. Maude herself was a Sunday School teacher. In November 1907 Lange 
Powell made a visit to Murtoa, and it was probably then that they became engaged. It would 
be a long engagement. 
 
Meanwhile Powell's professional career in Brisbane was progressing. In 1905, having 
completed his apprenticeship, he took a post as draughtsman with Claude William Chambers 
(1861-1947), who then had one of the largest architectural practices in Brisbane. Powell 
would work for Chambers for almost four years, interrupted only by an interlude in 1907 
when he took an appointment as a draughtsman with the Queensland Public Works 
Department, from which he resigned after six months. He probably worked on all of 
Chambers' major projects from this period, such as the Commercial Travellers' Association, 
Elizabeth Street, Brisbane (1906-7), the James Campbell and Sons warehouse, Creek Street, 
Brisbane (1907-9, demolished) and the Finney Isles building in Queen and Adelaide Streets, 
Brisbane (1908-10).  
 
 
Some projects by Claude W. Chambers during Powell's period of employment 
Left: Commercial Travellers' Association, 283 Elizabeth Street, Brisbane (1906-7) 
Right: Finney Isles Building, 196 Queen Street, Brisbane (1908-10) 
                                                 
2 Kerr, "Langé L. Powell, Architect," 9. 
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Throughout his life Powell would maintain an interest in (and a substantial collection of) fine 
art. In 1907 he was elected as an associate member of the Queensland Art Society, and he 
became a member of its council in the following year. 
 
For Australian-born architects, a journey to Europe to view at first-hand the masterworks of 
the Western architectural tradition was an essential rite of passage, at least for those who, like 
Powell, could afford such a luxury. He left Brisbane by train on 28 September 1908 and 
travelled first to Murtoa in Victoria to visit his fiancée, and from there he continued on to 
Adelaide. He boarded the steamer Gneisenau on 9 October, travelling as a third-class 
passenger, and arrived in Southampton on 17 November. 
 
No evidence has been found to support the oft-repeated claim that, during his time in 
England, Powell worked for the eminent architect John Belcher. Powell apparently met 
Belcher, whom he greatly admired, but his work-experience seems to have been confined to 
much humbler practices, as befitted a young, unknown colonial architect. He spent a few 
months with the London firm of Wills and Anderson, and then worked for some time for 
Henry Stanton Webber in Maidenhead, Berkshire. He was able to travel quite extensively in 
England and Wales, sketching buildings and even taking part in an archaeological dig. 
 
The young architect also studied sculpture and painting at the Royal Academy in London. 
One of his watercolours, entitled "Design for main entrance, Town Hall, Stanley, County 
Durham," was not only accepted for the 1909 summer exhibition of the Royal Academy, it 
was even "hung on the line" (i.e. just above eye level), which was a considerable honour. 
Powell sent it back to Brisbane to be exhibited in the annual exhibition of the Queensland Art 
Society in August 1909. 
 
From England, Powell travelled to Paris, the Mecca for American architects hoping to master 
the authentic "beaux-arts style." An exceptionally fine draughtsman, Powell was able to have 
his drawings published in architectural magazines both in England and in France. In 1910 he 
was again successful in having a drawing accepted for the Royal Academy summer 
exhibition. This was possibly the black-and-white sketch entitled "Old Cottages, Brasted, 
Kent," which he exhibited at the Queensland Art Society in September 1911. 
 
About July 1910 Powell left Europe and returned to Australia, travelling first to Murtoa to see 
his fiancée, whose patience was soon to be rewarded. He reached Brisbane on 22 August 
1910. 
 
In an interview which he gave soon after his return, Powell expressed the opinion that  
 
Australia is certainly going ahead in respect to architecture, and although the present 
architectural status here is rather poor, the men of the present day are doing their best to raise 
14 
 
it, and our best work out here compares very favourably with the best work in England, 
although the English average is considerably the higher.3 
 
In the same interview he expressed his admiration for the work of John Belcher ("England's 
leading architect") and Norman Shaw. Belcher, an exponent of the Baroque Revival and a 
designer of grand fin-de-siècle buildings, is little known today outside of Britain. Norman 
Shaw, on the other hand, is widely remembered for his large country houses and his influence 
on the Arts and Crafts movement. Clearly Powell's architectural taste at this early stage of his 
career was conservative. The avant-garde left him unmoved. 
                                                 
3 Brisbane Courier, 23 August 1910, p.6. 
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4: Chambers and Powell (1910-1919) 
 
 
On 8 October 1910, just six weeks after Powell's return from Europe, a notice appeared in the 
Brisbane Courier announcing that Claude Chambers had taken Powell into partnership, in a 
firm henceforth to be known as Claude William Chambers and Lange L. Powell, Architects. 
As the two men had worked together for almost four years, prior to Powell's departure for 
Britain, they were well known to each other and presumably believed that they would work 
well together. The partnership lasted for nine years, but from about June 1915 Chambers was 
working in Sydney, leaving Powell effectively as a solo practitioner in Brisbane. After 1915, 
it is probably safe to attribute all the firm's Queensland work to Powell.  
 
Apart from some projects for the Methodist Church, Powell could bring little to the new 
partnership other than his considerable talent and energy. Fortunately Chambers had a well-
established and well-heeled client base in the commercial world of Brisbane. The business 
precinct centred on Eagle Street, and its adjacent wharves, was the hub of Chambers' practice. 
It is now difficult to appreciate that, until well after the Second World War, Brisbane was a 
port-city, with bustling wharves in the central business district, and that the Brisbane River 
(below the Victoria Bridge) was a busy waterway navigated by ocean-going vessels.  
 
 
Eagle Street (left) and Queen Street (right) about 1911 
The large building which closes the view at the end of Eagle Street is the premises of  
James Campbell & Sons in Creek Street  (Claude W. Chambers, 1907-9, demolished) 
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All of this commercial and maritime activity generated a steady flow of architectural work, in 
the form of wharves, sheds, warehouses, woolstores, and of course office buildings for 
insurance and shipping companies and banks. Even the humble dock-workers, who made a 
precarious living loading and unloading the freighters, were grist to the architect's mill: one 
of the smallest projects of Chambers and Powell was a wooden shelter-shed in Boundary 
Street for the Brisbane Waterside Employers' Association (1918, demolished). Virtually all of 
these buildings were swept away when port activities began to move downstream in the 
1960s, culminating in the development of the new Port of Brisbane at Fisherman Islands in 
1977. 
 
Chambers had designed large retail premises, including "The Big Block" for Finney Isles & 
Co., with frontages to Queen and Adelaide Streets (1908-10, façades still standing). Such 
"warehouses" (as they were called at the time) were the forerunners of the modern 
department store, and these retail outlets were another significant aspect of the output of 
Chambers and Powell. 
 
Hotels were also a reliable source of work, but one that probably appealed little to Chambers' 
Methodist partner. Respectable residential hotels were however another matter, and over the 
years Powell designed several projects for the Bellevue Hotel on the corner of George and 
Alice Streets, opposite Parliament House, which was controversially demolished in 1979. 
 
Chambers had designed a number of impressive mansions in Brisbane, and large residential 
projects continued to form a part of the portfolio of Chambers and Powell. It has been said 
that Powell "almost hated domestic work,"1 but it might be more correct to say that he was 
reluctant to engage in this branch of architecture because his ideas on house-design were out 
of step with the expectations of his clients. He would later disparage "the horrible habit of 
perching houses well up above the ground," a practice which he considered suitable only for 
"the tree dwellers of New Guinea."2 
 
Ecclesiastical work had never formed part of Chambers' practice, but Powell's contacts with 
the Methodists, and other nonconformist churches, brought some new clients to the firm. 
Nonetheless Powell would never become a major church-architect. This was probably a 
matter of accident rather than design: his early association with Chambers set his career in a 
different direction. 
 
In the domestic sphere, these were the years when Powell was establishing his home and 
family. On 19 April 1911 he married Maude Gertrude Moore at the Presbyterian Church in 
Murtoa, Victoria. His sister Emma was one of the bridesmaids. By the end of the month the 
young couple had returned to Brisbane, and by July they were established in the house which 
Powell had purchased in Latrobe Terrace, Paddington, near the corner of Reading Street.  
                                                 
1 J.V.D. Coutts, "Early Queensland Architects" (1952), typescript in University of Queensland Fryer Library, 
F2001. 
2 Truth (Brisbane), 8 September 1929, p.14. 
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They remained here for about seven years, and then became briefly nomadic, while awaiting 
completion of the house which Powell designed for them at 33 Windermere Road, Hamilton 
(1919, demolished). All three of their children were born during this period: Keith William 
(1914-1983), Joan Swanston (later Mrs Cossey, 1916-2005), and Betty Lange (later Mrs 
Winslow, 1919-2010). 
 
It was only four months after his return to Brisbane that Powell commenced his long and 
devoted service to the Australian architectural profession. The Queensland Institute of 
Architects had been formed in 1888, but had suffered near-death experiences on more than 
one occasion. Claude Chambers had been the mainstay of that body throughout its existence, 
and when a meeting was held on 14 December 1910 to resuscitate it, Chambers' energetic 
new partner was appointed honorary secretary. He would hold this post for the next five 
years. In 1914 Powell became a member of the council, and he continued in that role until his 
death. He was elected a Fellow of the Queensland Institute of Architects in 1918. 
 
Powell's office was an incubator for many talented Queensland architects. Among those 
whom he employed during this period were Bruce Lucas and Sidney Theo Cusick. 
 
In February 1911 Powell was elected a Fellow of the Queensland Art Society, and he 
contributed "several fine architectural works"3 to the Society's annual exhibition in 
September that year. However the pressures of family and professional life seem to have 
restricted Powell's further involvement in the artistic world of Brisbane. Nonetheless he still 
found outlets for his creativity, such as the eagle lectern which he designed for St Mary's 
Anglican Church, Kangaroo Point (1918).  
 
 
Lectern for St Mary's Anglican Church, Kangaroo Point  (1918) 
Designed by Lange L. Powell, carved in Siberian oak by George Varley Boyce 
                                                 
3 Telegraph (Brisbane), 26 September 1911, p.3. 
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Powell's major projects from this period will now be examined in detail. 
 
Warehouses and Retail Premises 
 
Much of the commercial work of Chambers and Powell was demolished in the post-1960 
reconstruction of inner Brisbane. Many of these buildings were simple and utilitarian and 
attracted scant attention at the time of their construction; as a result we now know little about 
them.  
 
A rare exception is the bulk store erected at 225 St Paul's Terrace, Fortitude Valley in 1917-
18 for Paul and Gray Ltd, a firm of ship chandlers and hardware merchants. As the first 
Queensland building erected solely in reinforced concrete, it achieved some notoriety and 
still stands. A contemporary photo shows a plain façade and a parapet with the type of 
scalloped-out indentation which recurs regularly in Powell's designs of this period. The firm's 
name is carried in a large panel supported by a corbel table. A few diamond-shaped figures in 
low relief are the only other decoration; these diamond-shapes (or lozenges) are another 
recurring motif in Powell's early work. 
 
 
Paul & Gray Ltd bulk store, 225 St Paul's Terrace, Fortitude Valley 
(Chambers and Powell, 1917-18) 
 
However for the softgoods wholesalers Robert Reid & Co. a more inviting style of building 
was required. In 1905 they had purchased a three-storey rendered brick warehouse in Edward 
Street, probably erected in 1888-89 to a design by Richard Gailey senior, and Powell 
extended this building to the corner of Charlotte Street (1916, demolished). For the Edward 
Street façade he adopted the Renaissance style of the existing building, but for the Charlotte 
Street façade he employed a more contemporary approach, in what we now call the 
Federation Warehouse style. Piers of face brick, separated by large bay windows (to 
maximise the natural lighting), rose to his signature scalloped-out parapet. 
 
A block away, on the Albert Street corner of Charlotte Street, Powell designed a warehouse 
for the wine and beer merchants, Samuel Allen and Sons (1919, upper storey added 1924). 
The surviving façade, neatly symmetrical, seems to have been influenced by the Georgian 
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revival. However the openings on the ground level, with their exaggerated keystones, are too 
flamboyant to be described as Georgian. They are examples of the "Powell window," which 
will be discussed in the next chapter. 
 
 
Samuel Allen and Sons, 124 Albert Street, Brisbane 
(Chambers and Powell, 1919; additional floor by Lange L. Powell, 1924) 
 
Stylistically, Powell's work was often eclectic. The Inglis Tea warehouse on the corner of 
Adelaide and Boundary Streets was built in the same year as the Samuel Allen building, but it 
shows a remarkable (and probably not altogether successful) combination of quite sleek, 
modern lines with a corbelled cornice and a doorway flanked by Tuscan columns and topped 
with a swan-neck pediment.  
 
Also from 1919 was Exton House at 337-339 Queen Street (demolished). R.S. Exton and Co. 
were a prominent Brisbane firm of painters, decorators and glaziers, best remembered now 
for their fine stained glass. They already had a large warehouse in Ann Street (1907), which 
Claude Chambers had designed for them, and their new premises in Queen Street were a 
representational building, designed for the retail trade, with showrooms on the ground floor 
and offices to let on the three floors above. The entrance to the offices was "wide and 
imposing" and lined with Australian marble.4 The brick façade had elaborate cement 
dressings, both in the spandrels and as pendants to the cornice. The alternating cement and 
brick banding in the parapet recalled the earlier "blood and bandages" style. 
 
Perhaps the largest retail project that Powell undertook during his partnership with Chambers 
was the brick building which Finney Isles & Co. inserted in 1915-16 behind their existing 
premises in Adelaide Street, between Albert and Edward Streets. This was an addition to the 
large store linking Adelaide and Queen Streets, erected in 1908-10 to designs of Claude 
Chambers. Only the 1908-10 façade remains and no contemporary documentation of the 
1915-16 building has been located. 
                                                 
4 Brisbane Courier, 18 July 1919, p.3. 
20 
 
 
 
Exton House, 337-339 Queen Street, Brisbane 
(Chambers and Powell, 1919, demolished) 
 
Like Exton House, the building at the corner of George and Turbot Streets which Powell 
designed for the Brisbane Associated Friendly Societies (1915-16) was a combined retail and 
office space. On the ground floor was the BAFS pharmacy, on the first floor were offices for 
leasing, and the top floor contained a meeting room for the association. The brick façade can 
best be described as Renaissance, and it incorporates motifs which we have already seen, 
such as the corbelled cornice, and the arched windows with exaggerated keystones. The 
smaller building next to it at 327 George Street was also designed by Powell and was erected 
at the same time, by the same contractor. It appears to have been a speculative development, 
and when the first client withdrew, Powell adapted it for the new purchaser, the corset 
manufacturer E.R. Jenyns. 
 
This simultaneous development of two adjacent sites can be seen again in Mackay, in the 
range of buildings designed by Powell at 84-106 Victoria Street (1917). Again there were 
retail premises on the ground floor and offices on the upper floor. The shop-fronts had island 
display windows, which were popular at the time because they allowed the customer to view 
the displayed wares from all angles. The cantilevered awning was something of an innovation 
for Mackay. The brick façade with its cement dressings divides into two unequal parts, both 
essentially Renaissance in style. The shorter western section has a rather uneasy-looking 
pediment. The longer eastern section has a balustraded parapet (broken by a central 
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pediment), large "Powell windows," and some "blood and bandages" banding. As the Sydney 
magazine Building drily remarked, "diversity of form has here been attempted."5 
 
 
Dalrymple Buildings, 84-106 Victoria Street, Mackay 
(Chambers and Powell, 1917) 
 
Banks and Office Buildings 
 
Bank buildings would become one of the mainstays of Powell's professional life, and this 
lucrative practice began with a bank that he designed very early in his career: the English, 
Scottish and Australian Bank at 175 Eagle Street, Brisbane (1911-13, demolished). It stood at 
the prominent intersection where Eagle, Queen and Wharf Streets meet, and was described by 
the Sydney magazine The Salon as "the most important addition for some time past to the 
semi-public buildings of the capital."6 
 
The design was essentially Renaissance, in five narrow bays. The brick structure was faced 
with quarry-faced Bowral trachyte at the ground level, and with Pyrmont sandstone above. 
The second and third levels were spanned by Ionic columns, supporting a heavy entablature. 
Above this was another floor, and finally a high parapet. The two doors at ground level stood 
beneath circular windows with elaborately carved surrounds, which suggested the influence 
of John Belcher and the Baroque Revival. 
 
Banking corporations were prepared to spend freely to create buildings which would impress 
their customers and demonstrate their financial solidity. The interiors of the large banks were 
                                                 
5 Building (Sydney), 11 September 1920, p.137. 
6 Salon (Sydney), December 1913, p.332. 
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the most lavishly appointed interiors that many of their customers would ever see, and the 
Eagle Street ES&A Bank was no exception. A marble-lined vestibule led through large 
swing-doors of silky oak into the banking chamber. This lofty room was paved in marble, 
with its walls and pillars cased in marble panels, rising to beamed plaster ceilings. Powell 
designed all the silky oak furnishings, and even the light fittings (in bronze and crystal). An 
electric elevator provided access to the offices on the upper floors. 
 
 
Banking chamber, English Scottish & Australian Bank, 175 Eagle Street, Brisbane 
(Chambers and Powell, 1911-13, demolished) 
 
It was probably because of this building that in 1918 the Commercial Bank of Australia 
began to entrust much of their Queensland work to Powell. The National Bank of Australasia 
did likewise in 1920. 
 
Chambers and Powell had a profitable relationship with the large Sydney architectural firm of 
Robertson and Marks, acting as local supervisors of projects designed by their southern 
colleagues. One such project was Parbury House, a five-storey office block erected at 127 
Eagle Street in 1913-14 (demolished). Although Powell played no role in the design of the 
building, it is known that Chambers and Powell were responsible for the internal design of 
the offices for Howard Smith Ltd on the ground floor, which were "on a lavish scale."7 
 
Powell apparently supervised the erection of Preston House at 371 Queen Street, on the 
corner of Eagle Lane (1914-15, demolished), although it is not clear what responsibility he 
                                                 
7 Brisbane Courier, 13 February 1915, p.6. 
23 
 
had for the design.8 With ten storeys, it was one of the first "skyscrapers" in Brisbane, 
comparable only with Perry House, which had been erected a few years earlier on the corner 
of Albert and Elizabeth Streets to a design by Chambers. The structure of Preston House was 
innovative, making use of the new technology of reinforced concrete to create the internal 
columns and floor-slabs, but combining these with weight-bearing brick walls, to which the 
floor-slabs were attached. 
 
The ground floor was faced in sandstone, with elaborate Baroque Revival doorways. On the 
upper levels the brickwork was relieved by false quoins executed in cement, and cement 
dressings to the windows. At the eighth level, a large concrete cornice extended out a metre 
from the wall: it had been cast as part of the floor-slab. Just as the ES&A Bank continued to 
rise above the entablature of the façade, so Preston House had a further floor and a 
pedimented parapet above the cornice. Internally, marble and terrazzo adorned the lift 
lobbies. 
 
 
Preston House, 371 Queen Street, Brisbane   
(Chambers and Powell, 1914-15, demolished) 
                                                 
8 Chambers later claimed full responsibility for this building, see Telegraph (Brisbane), 3 April 1928, p.10. 
However Powell disputed this, see Brisbane Courier, 4 April 1928, p.3. 
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Houses 
 
The number of houses designed by Chambers and Powell was probably not much greater than 
twenty. Many of these are impossible to identify today, and many have probably been 
demolished. There are about seven Powell houses from this period about which we have 
useful information. The larger ones all conform generally to the style now known as the 
Federation Bungalow: low, spreading buildings with considerable veranda space, owing 
something to the Arts and Crafts movement in their use of traditional building materials, 
unpretentiously applied.  
 
The house which Chambers and Powell designed for the wealthy landlord, William Francis 
Corbett, at 26 Thornbury Street, Spring Hill (1912), can safely be attributed to Powell. The 
solid concrete stairs, with scalloped-out balustrades, are a signature feature. The house is in 
brick, and the veranda piers are also brick to waist-height, with narrow columns above. The 
encircling veranda is wide and the roof has a gentle pitch and wide eaves, giving the house a 
comfortable, rambling appearance. The substantial retaining wall at the front has scalloped-
out indentations in the capping. The attic extension is probably not original. 
 
 
Floor plan of the Maddock Hughes house, Marine Parade, Southport 
(Chambers and Powell, 1914, demolished) 
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The best documented of Powell's early houses stood in Marine Parade, Southport (1914, 
demolished) and was designed for J. Maddock Hughes, the manager of a pastoral property in 
the far west of Queensland. Inevitably, the plan of this seaside holiday home is not typical of 
Powell's suburban work. It was brick and U-shaped, with a large veranda facing the sea. 
There were also side verandas, but these were not continuous with the front veranda. Instead, 
the master bedroom (on the right of the frontage) and library (on the left) protruded to the 
front wall of the house, with bay windows. This arrangement of the frontage, with a veranda 
or porch between two bay windows, is one which we shall see repeatedly in Powell's houses. 
At the rear, the verandas were confined to the inner side of the U, and the bedrooms were 
placed on the outer side of the U, with windows opening directly to the air and sea-view. 
Powell had concluded that the wrap-around veranda was wasteful of space and robbed the 
internal rooms of light and outlook. 
 
We have seen that Powell was a great admirer of the British architect Norman Shaw, and one 
can observe Powell's debt to Shaw and his followers in the house built for the grazier Frank 
K. Brodribb at 218 Gladstone Road, Dutton Park in 1915-16. In stuccoed brick, with a 
steeply pitched tile roof and elaborately decorated gables, it has an impressive brick chimney, 
with the stack set at an angle to the roof-line. The concrete steps have Powell's trademark 
scalloped-out indentations. At the front there was a large porch, but elsewhere there were 
verandas and a tiled piazza to provide outdoor living areas. The interior featured dark timber 
panelling and decorative plaster. 
 
     
Brodribb house, 218 Gladstone Road, Dutton Park  (Chambers and Powell, 1915-16) 
 
We can study Powell's adaptation of the Queensland vernacular style in the house which he 
designed for Joseph P. Cranley at Hobbs Street, Auchenflower (1918, demolished). Cranley 
was a manager of the firm of Samuel Allen & Sons, for whom Powell later designed business 
premises. The Cranley house was high-set, of timber, with weatherboards down to the 
ground. An L-shaped piazza (up to three metres wide) embraced the left side of the house, 
and there was a large sleep-out veranda on the other side, at the rear, to which all three 
bedrooms had access. The hipped roof included gables over the side piazza and the front 
entrance. The maid's room and kitchen opened onto the rear veranda. Unusually for a house 
of this size, there was no separate dining room. 
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Powell also adopted the Queensland vernacular style for two modest timber rental properties 
which he designed for Margaret Gibson. The larger of these, at Bonney Avenue, Clayfield 
(1913, demolished) had five bedrooms and an L-shaped veranda, with an unusual gabled 
projection set at a 45-degree angle to the corner of the veranda. The other house was designed 
for a narrow allotment at Sedgebrook Street, Spring Hill (1913, demolished) and had only a 
front veranda. A tall, banded brick chimney added interest to the design. 
 
The house which Powell designed for himself at 33 Windermere Road, Hamilton (1919, 
demolished) was also of timber, but with stuccoed brick piers at the front supporting the 
porch, piazza and side veranda. As with the Maddock Hughes house, there were rooms with 
bay windows at the front, breaking up what would otherwise have been a long veranda, and 
creating a large tiled piazza between the bay windows. The massive front gable (with timber 
shingles and imitation half-timbering), the fairly steep tiled roof, and the picturesque 
chimney-stack all owed something to the Arts and Crafts movement. The casement windows 
in the gable were evidence of a plan (not executed) to construct rooms in the attic. The living 
room was panelled in dark oak, with a small fireplace of red smoked brick, and furnished 
with fine antiques. 
 
 
Powell house, 33 Windermere Road, Hamilton  (Chambers and Powell, 1919, demolished) 
 
Other Projects 
 
Powell's close links with the Methodist church brought the firm of Chambers and Powell 
some commissions in areas outside their normal sphere of activity. 
 
The Queen Alexandra Home for Destitute Children was an initiative of the Methodist 
Church, established in 1910 at Indooroopilly, in a large house which had been donated by a 
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benefactor. About 1911 Powell was commissioned to design extensions and alterations to this 
building, to fit it for its new purpose. This project was abandoned when the management of 
the home decided to move to another building at Coorparoo. 
 
When the Methodist Book Depot moved to new premises at 235 Albert Street, Powell was 
asked to refurbish the two-storey (plus basement) building and design a new shop-front 
(1916-17, demolished). In the ground floor he inserted a gallery, to increase the display area, 
and he designed bookshelves and other fittings in silky oak. 
 
 
Ground floor of the Methodist Book Depot, 235 Albert Street, Brisbane  
(Chambers and Powell, 1916-17) 
 
The Kennedy Terrace Methodist Church, Paddington (1919-20), in a parish where his father 
had once been minister, was the first church designed by Lange Powell. The area was then 
largely working-class and the budget was tight. The church was erected in brick, but with 
only corrugated iron for the roof, and quite simple casement windows. Almost a century later, 
the porch at the front still has a rather temporary look. There were insufficient funds for a 
bell-tower, but the asymmetrically placed bell-cote adds interest to the front elevation. The 
window in the front gable is quite modest, but the pointed arch picked out in the brickwork 
above is a suggestion of Gothic aspirations. Powell did his best, with some simple cement 
dressings, to make the façade more interesting, but this remains little more than a suburban 
Methodist chapel. 
 
At much the same time, Powell was working on extensions to the Morningside Methodist 
Church (now the Morningside Uniting Church). He added gabled transepts to the existing 
three bays, following the simple Gothic design of the original, and using the same cream-
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coloured bricks, interspersed with some darker brickwork. He was not responsible for the 
Sunday School hall, which was added as a rear extension to the church in 1933, to create a 
building which looks distinctly odd. 
 
 
Kennedy Terrace Methodist Church, Paddington  (Chambers and Powell, 1919-20) 
 
A more substantial project was the Educational Block for the Brisbane High School for Girls 
(soon to be renamed Somerville House) in Vulture Street, South Brisbane (1919-20). The 
school had recently been taken over by the Presbyterian and Methodist Schools Association, 
who purchased the large mansion, Cumbooquepa, which had been designed by G.H.M. 
Addison. Powell was responsible for the first purpose-built structure at the new site, an L-
shaped block of two storeys, in brick with a slate roof. With generous verandas and banks of 
casement windows, it was described as being "built on the open-air principle."9 
 
Powell's other educational project from this period was the West End Free Kindergarten 
(1919-20) at 34 Corbett Street, West End. This was designed for the Crèche and Kindergarten 
Association of Queensland, an organisation which enjoyed the support of the Methodist 
Church. It is a simple, large wooden building, originally with verandas on all sides. After the 
opening ceremony a journalist reported that "the spaciousness and airiness of the large room 
or hall is an ideal place for children to enter upon the first stage of their education."10 Almost 
a century later, it still is. 
 
 
                                                 
9 Daily Mail (Brisbane), 2 September 1920, p.5. 
10 Daily Standard (Brisbane), 9 March 1920, p.6. 
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Educational block, Somerville House, South Brisbane  (Chambers and Powell, 1919-20) 
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5: 1920-1927 
 
 
Powell's professional partnerships never endured for any great length of time. As we have 
seen, his partnership with Claude Chambers effectively lasted only from October 1910 until 
June 1915, and his future partnerships would be even shorter-lived. It appears that he valued 
his independence, but that does not mean that he was antisocial; a colleague who knew him 
well later recalled that "Lange was a great mixer who loved Club life."1 
 
The partnership of Chambers and Powell was officially dissolved at the end of 1919. 
Chambers took Eric Marshall Ford into partnership to manage his Brisbane projects, and 
Powell set himself up as an independent practitioner, retaining his office in Preston House. 
Although Powell lost some of Chambers' loyal customers, he was by this stage sufficiently 
well established to practise successfully in his own right, especially as he now enjoyed the 
patronage of two large banking firms. In addition, he was active in the Brisbane Freemasons' 
lodge and was a member of the Royal Queensland Golf Club, two excellent sources of 
business contacts. He was also diversifying his commercial interests, becoming a director of 
the new Equitable Assurance Company of Queensland in 1921. 
 
 
Lange L. Powell, about 1923 
 
Powell's public profile was heightened by his involvement, as an expert witness, in several 
legal actions during the 1920s. The case brought by his clients, R. Jackson Pty Ltd, against 
                                                 
1 J.V.D. Coutts, "Early Queensland Architects" (1952), typescript in University of Queensland Fryer Library, 
F2001. 
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the Metropolitan Water and Sewerage Board, alleging structural damage resulting from 
subsidence caused by the construction of a new sewer main in the vicinity of Eagle Street, 
attracted considerable attention. Powell's carefully documented testimony was a material 
factor in his clients' ultimate success. He was also called upon to provide valuations in some 
contentious cases relating to land resumption. 
 
For eighteen months, between July 1922 and December 1923, Powell was in partnership with 
George Gerald Hutton (1869-1953), who had briefly been chief architect with the state Works 
Department before joining forces with Powell. The firm of Powell and Hutton was among the 
shortest of Powell's partnerships, and he returned to independent practice in January 1924. 
 
Reviewing Powell's work during this phase of his career, it is clear that the centre of gravity 
of his practice moved away from the wharves following his separation from Chambers. He 
was undertaking more work in the fashionable retail areas of the city, and was discovering 
that the increasing presence of the motor car in Brisbane's streets brought new opportunities 
in the planning of showrooms and garages for the gleaming new machines. 
 
Powell had established himself as a successful designer of office buildings, and he was now 
reaping the benefits of this expertise. In January 1925, the Architectural and Building Journal 
of Queensland listed twenty-five buildings erected in Brisbane during the previous year 
which had cost more than £10,000, and three of them had been designed by Powell. 
Prominent Queen Street buildings like Empire Chambers and Griffith House were fine 
advertisements for Powell's practice. 
 
It was the banks, however, who provided him with a steady, reliable and lucrative flow of 
commissions. For the National Bank of Australasia he designed no less than thirteen projects 
during these years, and there were a further nine for the Commercial Bank of Australia. Some 
of these were substantial new masonry structures, others were major refurbishments of 
existing buildings, and some were just modest timber buildings for the smaller country towns.  
 
St Martin's War Memorial Hospital in Ann Street, Brisbane, was erected between 1921 and 
1922, although it had been designed while Powell was still in partnership with Chambers. Of 
all Powell's buildings, it is probably the one most admired by modern architectural historians. 
The Brisbane Masonic Temple (also in Ann Street) is however the building for which Powell 
is best known today. It was designed during these years, but not constructed until 1928-30. It 
will be discussed in the next chapter. 
 
The small number of houses emanating from Powell's practice during these years is further 
evidence of his disinterest in this area of work. Most of them seem to have been designed as a 
favour for friends or business associates. After only four years at Windermere Road, Powell 
sold the family home there and moved around the corner to a rented property, where he was 
able to supervise the construction of a new house at 48-50 Eldernell Terrace. This would be 
his last home, and the design is naturally of particular interest to students of Powell's 
architecture. 
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Powell's fine work on the St Martin's Hospital project brought him more tangible rewards 
than posthumous renown. In November 1926 he was appointed as one of the architects for the 
large building programme being undertaken by the Brisbane and South Coast Hospitals 
Board. He was to share this largesse with the firm of Atkinson and Conrad. For about twelve 
months the two firms collaborated awkwardly from their separate offices, until in October 
1927 they decided to amalgamate to create the new practice of Atkinson, Powell and Conrad. 
The fruits of this collaboration will be examined in the next chapter. 
 
For quite some years Powell had been moving away from the Methodist Church, in which he 
had been reared, towards the Church of England. The death of his father, in 1922, probably 
made this easier for him. Whatever the reasons for this transition, it is clear that the rich 
liturgical accoutrements of High Church Anglicanism appealed to his artistic instincts. After 
moving to Hamilton, he became a parishioner at St Augustine's Anglican Church, and over 
the succeeding years he would make considerable contributions to its fabric. The first of these 
was a war memorial lamp, over a meter high, in cast and turned copper, which was erected on 
the southern stairway in 1922. 
 
 
War memorial lamp, St Augustine's Anglican Church, Hamilton 
(Lange L. Powell, 1922) 
 
His new association with the Church of England did not bring him many commissions, 
because the firm of Atkinson and Conrad (his future partners) were the anointed architects of 
the Brisbane Anglican archdiocese. However he was awarded the commission for a 
substantial new Anglican church in Mackay, and he also developed a grand scheme (only 
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partially realised) for the development of St Margaret's Church of England Girls' School at 
Ascot. His old ties to the nonconformist churches of Brisbane were still bearing fruit, most 
strikingly in his plans for the large City Congregational Church, of which only the very 
substantial hall was constructed. 
 
It is both surprising and commendable that such a busy architect as Lange Powell found time 
to contribute to the work of the Queensland Institute of Architects. After an apprenticeship as 
vice-president of the Institute from 1923 to 1927, he was elected president in 1927. 
 
Of the young architects whom Powell trained and mentored during this period, perhaps the 
most significant was James Musgrave Collin, who was articled to Powell from 1924 to 1927. 
It is interesting to note that Powell was well ahead of his time in recognising that architecture 
was a profession in which women too could find a place. In the early 1920s he employed 
Eunice Slaughter (later Eunice Ayre) as an articled pupil; she was one of the first women to 
work in the architectural profession in Queensland. In that period it was often the fate of 
women architects to be confined to the office, but Powell sent her out on site, and she later 
reminisced about walking from joist to joist during the construction of St Martin's Hospital. 
In 1926 Powell employed Olive Cannan (later Olive Withy), who had recently graduated 
from the architecture course at the University of Sydney; she resigned to travel to California 
to study developments in domestic architecture. 
 
Powell's major projects from this period will now be examined in more detail. 
 
St Martin's Hospital 
 
Early in 1919, shortly after the end of the First World War, the council of the Anglican 
Archdiocese of Brisbane decided to erect a war memorial hospital adjacent to St John's 
Cathedral in Ann Street, stipulating that "it should be architecturally in keeping with the 
beauty of the cathedral itself."2 There was already a small private hospital on the site, and the 
new hospital, to be named St Martin's, would also be a private hospital, a decision which did 
not meet with the approval of some members of the Anglican Synod. The very location of the 
hospital was also controversial: a perceptive editorial in one of the Brisbane newspapers 
noted that 
 
it might be seriously questioned whether the heart of a city destined to grow on all sides 
indefinitely is the best place for anything more than an accident ward … The hospital of the 
future will not be an architectural achievement built in a city street of enduring materials … 
The old type of hospital is heavily handicapped by the capital sunk in costly sites and costly 
buildings.3 
 
These then were the constraints which faced the architects who were invited to submit 
competitive designs for the project. In July 1919 it was announced that the draft plans 
                                                 
2 The Week (Brisbane), 21 March 1919, p.24. 
3 Telegraph (Brisbane), 10 November 1921, p.4. 
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submitted by Chambers and Powell had been selected. This was quite a coup for Powell, who 
does not seem to have had any prior experience in hospital design. It is possible that the very 
artistic perspective drawing which he submitted to the adjudicators was the deciding factor in 
his success. 
 
 
St Martin's Hospital, 373 Ann Street, Brisbane 
(Lange L. Powell, 1921-22) 
 
Powell's admiration for the English architect Norman Shaw has already been mentioned, and 
that influence is very visible in his design for St Martin's Hospital. The architecture is 
quintessentially English, and responds well to J.L. Pearson's Gothic design for the adjacent 
cathedral. The buttressed, octagonal operating theatre is a particularly clever feature; 
suggestive of a cathedral chapter house, it also maximises the use of natural light in an era 
when electricity was still something of a luxury. 
 
The original plans suggested that the structure would be mainly of brick, but it was always 
Powell's intention to incorporate stone into the walls, if funds permitted. Fortunately this 
proved to be the case, and the local porphyry (Brisbane tuff) was used for the base course, 
with freestone from Yangan (near Warwick) on the lower walls, in a pleasingly random 
manner. The red-brick tower above the entrance, with its prominent machicolations, is 
suitably impressive. The steeply pitched roof was made of red shingle-tiles, which were 
something of a rarity in Brisbane and had to be imported from Sydney. 
 
Designed for about 60 patients, this was a fairly small, compact hospital, with a central 
administrative area, flanked by wards on both sides and on two levels. There was not 
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sufficient ground space to situate the kitchens away from the wards, so they were placed on 
the topmost level, to minimise noise and odour. 
 
Ventilation was a major concern for any hospital in Brisbane's humid, semi-tropical climate. 
Fortunately the hospital was on an elevated site, and Powell arranged the wards and private 
rooms on either side of a central corridor. The private rooms (on the cathedral side of the 
building) each had a balcony, while the small wards (on the Wharf Street side) opened onto a 
veranda. Toplights above the corridor doors facilitated cross-ventilation. 
 
 
Corridor and vestibule, St Martin's Hospital, Brisbane 
 
Powell even designed the Jacobean furniture for the finely panelled vestibule. Soon after his 
death a children's ward was added, along with accommodation for the nursing nuns, but 
otherwise St Martin's remained largely unchanged, its solid structure too inflexible for 
modernisation and its central location allowing no room for expansion. It narrowly escaped 
demolition and now houses offices and other facilities for the Anglican archdiocese. 
 
Warehouses and Retail Premises 
 
Although Powell's client-base was changing, following his separation from Claude 
Chambers, he still retained some loyal clients in the import-export trade, such as the carriers 
and customs agents, R. Jackson Pty Ltd. The bulk store which he designed for them at 76 
Brunswick Street, Fortitude Valley (1923) is still externally intact and the façade suggests 
some lingering influence of the Baroque Revival. 
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Bulk store for R. Jackson Pty Ltd, 76 Brunswick Street, Fortitude Valley 
(Powell and Hutton, 1923) 
 
However the three-storey warehouse at 385-391 Adelaide Street for Henry Berry & Co., 
grocers and general merchandisers (1927-28, demolished), was more typical of Powell's work 
in this period, being a retail outlet in one of the better shopping areas of Brisbane. Further up 
Adelaide Street, opposite the Brisbane Arcade, he designed an arcade of shops to form the 
ground floor of the remodelled Centennial Hall (1924-25, demolished), with a ballroom 
above, opening onto balconettes, the balconette being a feature of which Powell seems to 
have been particularly fond. 
 
 
Bundaberg Associated Friendly Societies' Dispensary,  
174 Bourbong Street, Bundaberg  (Lange L. Powell, 1925) 
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The fine dispensary which Powell had designed for the corner of George and Turbot Streets 
in Brisbane (see previous chapter) brought him some further commissions. At 102 Mary 
Street, the two-storey dispensary for Abraham Martin (1924-25), purveyor of a patent asthma 
treatment, has been somewhat altered, but it apparently had large display windows on the 
lower floor, with double-hung sash windows above. More impressive is the two-storey 
Bundaberg Associated Friendly Societies' Dispensary (1925) at 174 Bourbong Street, 
Bundaberg, with three round-headed fanlit windows on the upper floor, opening onto a 
balcony. 
 
However it was the rapidly expanding automobile market which provided Powell with some 
of his most interesting retail work during the 1920s. 
 
Austral Motors were the local agents for the large American firm, Dodge Brothers, and they 
had acquired a large corner block at 95 Boundary Street, on sloping land which rose from the 
street-front to the back of the block. Powell and Hutton utilised this slope to create a building, 
erected in 1923-24, of two storeys at the front, reducing to a single storey at the rear. The 
lower floor accommodated the showrooms and offices, while the upper floor (which was 
accessible at the rear, from the side street) housed large workshops and a service department. 
The Boundary Street façade was in face brick, with cement dressings, and incorporated large 
plate glass display windows. On the upper level, large banks of windows provided 
illumination to the workshop. 
 
 
Austral Motors, 95 Boundary Street, Fortitude Valley  (Powell and Hutton, 1923-24) 
 
This large project attracted further commissions. In 1925 Powell remodelled the premises of 
the Mackay Ward Motor Company at 374-378 Wickham Street, Fortitude Valley. This was a 
single-storey building, but the principle was the same: attractive showroom and offices at the 
front, and maintenance and warehouse accommodation at the rear. 
 
The Brisbane Ford Sales and Service building (1926), just down the road at 324 Wickham 
Street, was a more monumental two-storey building, with the sort of Renaissance detailing 
which Powell favoured. In the same year, Powell also designed new motor show rooms for 
the Australian Machinery Co. at 371 Adelaide Street in the city. 
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Brisbane Ford Sales and Service, 324 Wickham Street, Fortitude Valley 
(Lange L. Powell, 1926) 
 
All these new cars were creating congestion in Brisbane's rather narrow streets. The multi-
storey parking station was a new concept for Brisbane, but it seemed to offer a solution to the 
problem. In 1925 Powell designed a parking station consisting of a basement and two floors, 
all connected by ramps, to provide parking for 200 cars. It was to be erected in Ann Street, 
near the corner of Creek Street, and to have a parapet with an urned balustrade. However it 
appears that the project failed to attract financial backing, perhaps because a competing 
parking garage opened in Adelaide Street at about the same time. 
 
Industrial Buildings 
 
Little of Powell's industrial architecture now survives. These plain, functional buildings were 
not intended as lasting architectural monuments. The automobile workshop for E.G. Eager & 
Son (1924, demolished) at Evelyn Street, Newstead, built of timber and galvanised iron, is a 
good example. 
 
Other substantial projects were the two-storey brick factory for Enoggera and Virginia Brick 
and Tile Ltd (1925-26, demolished) at 332-334 Wickham Street, Fortitude Valley, and the 
two-storey brick factory for Robert Harper & Co. (1927, demolished) in Albert Street, near 
the corner of Mary Street. 
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Workshop for E.G. Eager & Son, Evelyn Street, Newstead  
(Lange L. Powell, 1924, demolished) 
 
Office Buildings 
 
Capitalising on his success with the Preston House project, Powell was able to design some 
further large office blocks during the 1920s. He began with two almost simultaneous projects, 
both in Brisbane's main thoroughfare, and both consisting of retail premises at street level, 
with office accommodation at the upper levels, served by lifts. 
 
Empire Chambers (1923-24, demolished), on the corner of Queen and Wharf Streets, was the 
remodelling of a two-storey building which had been erected in 1898 to a design by Robin S. 
Dods. A further four floors were added, with a simplified Renaissance façade, incorporating 
exaggerated quoins, dentilled courses, a balustraded parapet, and of course a sprinkling of 
Powell's signature balconettes. 
 
Griffith House (1923-24, demolished), at 309 Queen Street, near the General Post Office, 
consisted of a basement and five floors, and again the façade was in a simplified Renaissance 
style. The first floor had the appearance of a piano nobile, with tall, round-headed and 
rusticated windows, executed in freestone, and opening (inevitably) onto balconettes. The 
four floors above were much simpler, in face brick, under a heavy, bracketed cornice, with 
one last balconette on the top floor. A large fan in the basement distributed cool air to all 
parts of the building. 
 
Wickham Terrace, on an elevated ridge above the central business district of Brisbane, had 
long been popular with the medical profession. The earliest doctors' premises erected here 
followed the then standard practice of combining consulting rooms with residential 
accommodation for the doctor and his family. After the First World War, this model began to 
change, with the development of suites of consulting rooms, sometimes referred to as 
"professional chambers," for doctors who no longer lived "above the shop," but rather in the 
leafy suburbs, which they could reach quickly in their new motor cars. 
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Griffith House, 309 Queen Street, Brisbane  
(Lange L. Powell, 1923-24, demolished) 
 
Powell's first essay in this new form was a brick block called Kelso (1923-24, demolished), at 
29 Wickham Terrace, opposite All Saints' Church. It was owned by a Miss Irene Stoddart and 
included both medical suites and residential flats. 
 
He followed this with a more ambitious project at 121 Wickham Terrace, called Ballow 
Chambers, this time jointly financed by the medical practitioners who would occupy the 
suites. It was built of face-brick, in two stages: the first two floors in 1924, and a further floor 
in 1926. The triple arched loggia and stuccoed quoins suggest Renaissance influence, 
although there is a Georgian symmetry to the façade. The balustraded balcony which now 
stands above the loggia was added as part of the extensions. 
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Ballow Chambers, 121 Wickham Terrace, Brisbane 
(Powell and Hutton, 1924) 
 
Powell's work with Chambers had brought him into contact with the insurance industry, and 
he himself became the director of a new insurance company in 1921. In 1925 he designed a 
large six-storey office building for the Queensland Insurance Co., to replace their existing 
premises at 381-383 Queen Street. It was again in a mixed Renaissance/Georgian style, with 
a grand granite ground floor, and a mixture of freestone and face brick above, to say nothing 
of the four balconettes. It never left the drawing board, and instead Powell designed a more 
modest refurbishment of the existing building (1926-27). 
 
However the six-storey Royal Exchange Assurance building at 74-76 Eagle Street was a 
more fruitful project, erected between 1926 and 1928. Powell insisted that he was working on 
this building as joint architect with his Sydney colleague, Joseph A. Kethel, but there is little 
doubt that the design of the façade was Kethel's. Perhaps Powell's contribution lay more in 
the interior arrangements. In any event, there is no doubt that he supervised the construction. 
 
Banks 
 
As we shall see in the next chapter, neither the National Bank of Australasia (NBA) nor the 
Commercial Bank of Australia (CBA) was prepared to entrust Powell with the design of their 
flagship Queen Street premises. For such major projects, a "southern" architect was required. 
However they seem to have entrusted just about everything else in Queensland to Powell, 
from the major branches in large provincial cities, to the small offices in tiny country towns. 
 
Whether big or small, these buildings were required to represent the dignity and stability of 
the banking company. Every architect coveted banking jobs, because the available funds were 
usually generous, the architect's commission was correspondingly high, and the end result 
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was an attractive and highly visible building in the main street of the city, town or suburb. 
The architectural taste of senior banking executives was notoriously conservative, but Powell 
was no modernist, so it is unlikely that he had to fight any battles on that front. 
 
One of the peculiarities of bank architecture was the need to provide accommodation for the 
bank's staff. In some cases this was little more than a bedroom for an unmarried, male bank 
officer, who lived on the premises as an unpaid watchman. In other cases it might be a 
substantial suite of rooms above or behind the banking chamber, suitable for a married bank 
manager and his family. However by the 1920s bank managers were increasingly demanding 
accommodation on a site removed from the bank premises, and from the bank's point of view, 
this had the advantage of freeing up space within the bank building, which could be rented 
out as offices. 
 
The size and structure of the banks designed by Powell varied according to the size and 
importance of the locality. For the larger buildings, masonry construction was the norm. In 
northern Queensland, where cyclones were a recurring hazard, reinforced concrete offered 
obvious advantages. Timber construction sufficed for the small towns, but even here a more 
substantial strong-room was required to store cash and other valuables. 
 
Not all of these projects required the design of new buildings. Quite a number involved the 
remodelling of an existing building, which might or might not have been originally designed 
as a bank. Obviously Powell was not able to supervise personally all these projects, scattered 
as they were throughout the length and breadth of Queensland. Often he worked in 
conjunction with a local architect, but in other cases he had to place his trust in the contractor, 
which did not always produce an optimal outcome. 
 
 
National Bank of Australasia, 139-141 Wickham Street, Fortitude Valley 
(Lange L. Powell, 1924-25, demolished) 
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The most impressive of Powell's bank projects from this period was the three-storey NBA 
branch on the corner of Wickham and Gipps Streets, Fortitude Valley (1924-25, demolished). 
Built of brick and concrete, it was a particularly successful example of the simplified 
Renaissance style which Powell favoured at this time, with rustication at the ground level, 
and exaggerated quoins above. The disadvantage of inserting shop-fronts at street level was 
the expectation of an obtrusive cantilevered awning over the shop premises. 
 
The NBA bank in Cairns (1925-26, altered), on the corner of Spence and Lake Streets, was 
another impressive structure, of rendered brick, with loggias to both street frontages, and 
balconies above, under a dentilled cornice. The Italianate design was very appropriate for the 
tropical location. Local architect Richard Hill supervised the construction of this, and some 
other banks designed by Powell for the north of the state. Internally, silky oak, maple and 
bronze were used in the banking chamber. All of the upper floor, and part of the lower floor, 
were leased as offices. A bedroom and bathroom were provided for two resident staff. The 
old bank building was moved to another site to serve as a residence for the manager. 
 
A few years previously, Powell had designed a new bank for the CBA in Cairns (1922-23, 
demolished), also in Lake Street. More adventurous in design than the NBA bank, it was also 
of two storeys, but constructed in reinforced concrete. The deep porch was entered by a large 
round arch, with a balcony above, both flanked by wide, rusticated pilasters, and topped by a 
cornice, and a parapet above that. The upper floor, with its large balcony, was probably a 
residence. 
 
 
Commercial Bank of Australia, Lake Street, Cairns 
(Lange L. Powell, supervised by Richard Hill, 1922-23, demolished) 
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The NBA branch at 112 Brisbane Street, Ipswich (1925, supervised by Henry Wyman, 
demolished) was a two-storey, brick, nineteenth-century shop which Powell remodelled as a 
bank. The old shop windows, awning and balcony were removed. The new ground floor had 
a Georgian symmetry (and a Georgian fanlight over the door), and one of Powell's beloved 
balconettes was added to the upper floor. The banking chamber on the ground floor was 
entered through swing doors and furnished in maple. A side staircase gave access to four 
offices on the upper floor. 
 
The remodelling for the NBA of Edgar's Buildings, on the corner of Denham and East 
Streets, Rockhampton (1923-24, demolished) was arguably less successful. This was a two-
storey, nineteenth century structure. Powell retained the original awning where it was 
required to shelter the shop-fronts, but removed it on the corner, which was occupied by the 
banking chamber. In its place he inserted a small tiled awning on heavy brackets, a motif 
which he had previously employed on the Exton Warehouse at the corner of Ann Street and 
Hutton Lane, Brisbane (1915, demolished). 
 
 
Remodelled premises for National Bank of Australasia, 
Denham & East Streets, Rockhampton  (Powell and Hutton, 1923-24, demolished) 
 
The NBA bank in Rankin Street, Innisfail (1924-25, demolished) was a reinforced concrete 
building, of two storeys, with the banking offices on the ground floor, nine offices for letting 
on the upper floor, and a basement to provide staff living quarters. It is of particular interest 
because it featured a fine example of a window form which Powell used repeatedly between 
about 1915 and 1924.  
 
This "Powell window" was unusually wide, under a semi-circular arch, with a (simulated) 
exaggerated keystone. The keystone was part of a continuous moulding which surrounded the 
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window, and this moulding was formed into "shoulders" at the springing line, and was often 
enlarged at the base of the window to form an "apron." Perhaps the best surviving examples 
of it can be seen in the Charlotte Street frontage of the Samuel Allen warehouse at 124 Albert 
Street, Brisbane (1919). The antecedents of this window form are unclear; it is too 
flamboyant to be Georgian, and not sufficiently flamboyant to be Baroque. It seems that, as 
with so much of Powell's architecture, it is derivative in its details and original in the total 
composition. 
 
 
National Bank of Australasia, Rankin Street, Innisfail, with "Powell window" 
(Lange L. Powell, supervised by Richard Hill, 1924-25, demolished) 
 
The CBA bank in Currie Street, Nambour (1924-25, demolished) was a more modest 
building, of one storey, in brick. A photograph from around 1930 shows that it shared its 
premises with some sort of café or milk bar (hence the cantilevered awning). 
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Commercial Bank of Australia, Currie Street, Nambour 
(Lange L. Powell, 1924-25, demolished) 
 
Ecclesiastical  
 
There were only three sizeable churches erected to designs of Lange Powell. The first of 
these was Holy Trinity Anglican Church, 39 Gordon Street, Mackay, which was built in 
1925-26. In May 1923, the Architectural and Building Journal of Queensland published 
plans for a "proposed Anglican church, North Queensland," from the firm of Powell and 
Hutton. The design was conventionally Gothic, and bears no resemblance to the Mackay 
church which was erected a few years later, but possibly it represented Powell's first thoughts 
on the subject. 
 
 
Holy Trinity Anglican Church, 39 Gordon Street, Mackay 
(Lange L. Powell, 1925-26) 
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The church that was eventually erected is in a Romanesque style, an idiom which was 
unusual for the Queensland Anglicans of the time, although becoming popular with the 
Catholics. It is in a Lombardic version of the Romanesque, with a characteristic Lombard 
porch supported on twisted columns, under a triangular pediment. The local newspaper 
reported that "the style of the church is Italian, which is most suited to our climate."4 It was of 
solid, ferro-concrete construction, with a high barrel-vaulted ceiling, and wide doors on either 
side of the nave, for cross-ventilation. Powell's plan included a cloistered walkway, leading to 
a tall campanile, but these were never built. 
 
The City Congregational Church would have been a very impressive structure, had it ever 
been built. In the event, only the church hall (1927-28, demolished) at 409 Adelaide Street, 
Brisbane, was constructed. Powell's design was for a church integrated into the fabric of the 
city, on an allotment running from Adelaide Street through to Queen Street. The main 
entrance would be from Queen Street, through shop-fronts to an upper floor, where the 
octagonal auditorium of the church proper was to be located, under a coffered and domed 
ceiling. Behind this was the hall, fronting Adelaide Street, which was the only part of the plan 
to be executed. There were shops on the ground level in Adelaide Street, and an impressive, 
rusticated, round-arched doorway gave access to the hall on the upper floor. The hall was 
roofed in steeply pitched tiles, surmounted by a flèche. The congregation used this hall as 
their church until 1942, when they moved to the old Presbyterian church on the corner of 
Wickham Terrace and Creek Street. 
 
Apart from an unrealised plan for an Anglican church at Rosewood, Powell's other 
ecclesiastical work during this period was confined to furnishings. The war memorial 
communion table (1920) which he designed for the Wharf Street Congregational Church was 
dismantled when that church was demolished, and only a fragment of it survives in St 
Andrew's Uniting Church in Ann Street. The 1922 war memorial lamp at St Augustine's 
Anglican Church, Hamilton, has already been mentioned, and Powell also designed a large 
reredos and baldachin (1926-27) for that church. 
  
In 1924 Powell designed two organ cases. The case for the West End Methodist (now 
Uniting) Church, with its elaborate openwork, was made of silky oak and incorporated a 
choir gallery and pulpit. The oak organ case and pulpit for the Warwick Presbyterian (now 
Uniting) Church was panelled in a Gothic design, but has not survived the rebuilding of the 
organ. 
 
                                                 
4 Daily Mercury (Mackay), 10 December 1926, p.4. 
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Organ case and pulpit, West End Methodist (now Uniting) Church 
(Lange L. Powell, 1924) 
 
Houses 
 
Information has been located relating to eight houses from this period which can be attributed 
to Powell. Their design confirms a trend, already visible in Powell's earlier domestic work, 
towards a much more selective use of outdoor living spaces. He would later write that "the 
old Queensland idea that it was necessary to have a verandah right round the house in order 
to have a cool spot was … losing favour," and that "the cool spot could be secured without 
the very extensive verandah."5 
 
Another peculiarity of Powell's domestic work was his dislike, already noted, of the high-set 
house. Here he was out of step with conventional Queensland thinking, and when obliged to 
design high-set houses, Powell always looked for a means of bridging the gap between the 
house and the ground. Lattice, shingles or weatherboards were continued down to the ground, 
in an unsuccessful attempt to disguise the fact that the house was high-set.  
 
The Federation Bungalow style, which Powell had favoured during his years with Chambers, 
is still a clear influence in the large house for shoe retailer Robert Morris, at 23 Windsor 
Road, Red Hill (1920, demolished). It was of timber, with a tiled and gabled roof. The wide 
                                                 
5 Architectural and Building Journal of Queensland, 10 December 1932, p.36. 
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verandas had stuccoed piers, the gables featured timber cover-strips (one of Powell's 
favourite features), and it appears that some shingling was used in the external walls. 
 
 
Morris house, 23 Windsor Road, Red Hill  (Lange L. Powell, 1920, demolished) 
 
The house for bookmaker Otto Sandel, at 30 Windermere Road, Hamilton (1920), was 
designed in a similar style, with a large L-shaped piazza at the front, but at the last moment 
the piazza was reduced to a small porch. Although there was a large sleep-out veranda at the 
rear, this house exemplifies the trend away from extensive outdoor living areas. It was 
generously plumbed, with water laid on to all three bedrooms, and a second bathroom located 
downstairs, for the use of the maid. A breakfast room replaced the traditional formal dining 
room. 
 
 
Lennon house, 28 Kitchener Road, Ascot  (Lange L. Powell, 1924) 
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The house for sharebroker Austin Lennon, at 28 Kitchener Road, Ascot (1924), is similar to 
the Sandel house, but not as large. With no last-minute changes, the design is more 
successful. The L-shaped veranda at the front is well proportioned and gives access to the 
living room, either directly through French windows, or more formally through a lobby. The 
sleep-out veranda on the north side protrudes slightly, to capture the breezes. Here again a 
breakfast room replaces the dining room. Externally, shingles were used for the apex of the 
gables and for the skirt of the large bay window to the main bedroom. 
 
There was a hint of the emerging Old English style in the design of the house for Frederick 
Buckham, proprietor of a printing supplies business, at 12 Verry Street, Coorparoo (1927, 
demolished). The bay window at the front had diamond-pane casements, and the vertical and 
horizontal cover strips in the gables created a half-timbered effect. The verandas at front and 
back, and the sleep-out at the side, remained faithful to the Federation Bungalow style. On 
the other hand, the house for Dr Andrew Crawford, at 17 Peary Street, Northgate (1927), is a 
very conventional 1920s timber-and-tin vernacular Queensland house. 
 
William J. Collin was a former ship's captain and a successful businessman, and his son 
James was a trainee architect, articled to Powell. The riverside house for Captain Collin in 
Oxlade Drive, New Farm (1926-27, demolished) was Powell's most ambitious essay in the 
bungalow style from this period. Here again we can see the trend away from large outdoor 
living areas, as the house had only a back porch on the side facing the street, and a large patio 
facing the river. The patio was only partially roofed, and was contained between two short 
gabled wings, one containing the main bedroom and the other containing the dining room, 
both with large bay windows. The lounge opened onto the patio. The brown weatherboards, 
the red tiles and the casement windows were all typical of the bungalow style. 
 
 
Collin house, Oxlade Drive, New Farm  
(Lange L. Powell, 1926-27, demolished) 
 
There are interesting similarities between the Collin house and the contemporary, but much 
more modest, Townsville residence for the Commercial Bank of Australia, at 15 Armstrong 
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Street, Hermit Park (1926, supervised by Walter Hunt). The Townsville house also has twin 
gables at the front, with large bay windows beneath, and a small balcony between the bays. 
At the front, green shingles extended from the sill level right down to the ground. As in the 
Collin house, the entrance is at the side. The veranda at the back corner, almost five metres 
wide, was a concession to the tropical climate in a design which was, in the words of a local 
journalist, "somewhat different to what we have been accustomed to in North Queensland."6 
 
Powell had no time for the Spanish Mission style, which was starting to become popular 
during these years, and he deplored the fact that Australians were "drifting away from the 
traditions of English house building."7 He gave ample evidence of his attachment to 
traditional British house styles in the residence which he designed for himself at 48-50 
Eldernell Terrace, Hamilton (1924-25), and in which he lived until his death. It is a textbook 
example of the Georgian Revival style, and makes one wonder why Powell did not employ 
this style in his other domestic work. The central core is a two-storeyed, face brick building, 
with a tiled and hipped roof, ending in bracketed eaves. The symmetrically placed windows 
are of the classic Georgian twelve-pane, double-hung, sash type, and the central window on 
the upper floor originally had shutters. The centrally placed doorway has a fanlight, protected 
by a large label mould. A darker brick was used to create imitation quoins. 
 
 
Powell house, 48-50 Eldernell Terrace, Hamilton  (Lange L. Powell, 1924-25) 
 
The most unusual feature of the house is the addition of two protruding single-storey 
pavilions, placed symmetrically on either side of the frontage. The southern pavilion housed 
the kitchen and staff quarters, the northern pavilion was a roofed piazza, which 
complemented the open living area at the rear of the house. A miniature tiled lych gate in the 
                                                 
6 Townsville Daily Bulletin, 16 July 1926, p.4. 
7 Truth (Brisbane), 8 September 1929, p.14. 
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front fence gives access to the house, via a flagged courtyard which originally had a statue of 
Aphrodite in the centre.  
 
Internally, the dining room was papered in black with a golden dragon motif, while the 
drawing room was panelled in pine, painted oyster white. These rooms made an ideal setting 
for the display of Powell's fine collection of art works and antiques. 
 
Other Projects 
 
We can see more specialised examples of Powell's domestic architecture in two residential 
institutions which he designed early in this period. The Leslie Tooth Home for Orphans and 
Aged (1921) for the Independent Order of Oddfellows, at 60 Gordon Parade, Manly, was an 
existing timber two-storey house which Powell remodelled, to provide three large dormitories 
and four bedrooms. The wide veranda and balcony, with shingled balustrading and tapered 
columns, is reminiscent of some of Powell's other residential work. 
 
The William Powell Home for Discharged Prisoners (1922, demolished), at Kuraby, was 
erected in memory of the architect's father. The superintendent's house was a large, high-set 
timber structure with a hipped roof. The style was unusual: neither Queensland vernacular 
nor bungalow. The frontage included a large porch, partially recessed and partially bayed out, 
with a timber balustrade. The ceiling was unusually high and the casement windows 
correspondingly large. The men's quarters at the rear were a simpler, one-storey building. 
 
 
William Powell Home for Discharged Prisoners, Kuraby 
(Lange L. Powell, 1922, demolished) 
 
In the 1920s the Redcliffe Peninsula was a popular holiday resort for country residents. 
Powell was the architect for two ambitious, but ultimately abortive, residential country club 
developments, one near Woody Point (designed by Powell and Hutton about 1923) and one at 
Scarborough (designed by Powell about 1925). In both cases the developers seem to have 
overestimated the interest of potential investors. 
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In the 1920s, the increasing popularity of what were still silent movies produced a spurt of 
cinema construction in Australia. Powell and Hutton remodelled the Rivoli Theatre (1923) at 
572 Brunswick Street, New Farm. Powell's extension and remodelling of the Savoy Picture 
Theatre (1927-28), at Sandgate Road, Clayfield, was a larger project. The result was hailed as 
"one of the coolest and most attractive" cinemas in Brisbane.8 
 
 
Remodelled Savoy Picture Theatre, Sandgate Road, Clayfield 
(Lange L. Powell, 1927-28, demolished) 
 
Tattersall's Hotel, Blackall was a fine (and rare) example of Powell's hotel work. It was built 
in 1926-27 and destroyed by fire in 1994. For a corner site in this hot and remote western 
town Powell designed a two-storey concrete and steel structure, with brick infill. On the 
street-fronts, the balconies were almost four metres wide, and at the rear they were only 
slightly narrower. The ground level housed seven shops and offices, in addition to the bar, 
coffee room, lounges and smoking room. Upstairs, the forty bedrooms lined the two-metre 
wide corridor; all the bedrooms opened onto both the corridor and the front or rear balconies. 
The double bedrooms each had a private bathroom, a luxury unknown even in the state 
capital.  
 
                                                 
8 Sunday Mail (Brisbane), 10 February 1929, p.22. 
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Tattersall's Hotel, Shamrock & Short Streets, Blackall 
(Lange L. Powell, 1926-27, destroyed by fire 1994) 
 
As a leading Freemason, Powell occasionally designed premises for Masonic lodges around 
the state. Often these were modest timber buildings, such as the Enoggera Masonic Lodge 
(1926, demolished) at Pickering Street, Gaythorne, and the Tibrogargan Masonic Lodge 
(1927, demolished) off Peachester Road, Beerwah. 
 
Powell's children were attending the preparatory section of St Margaret's Church of England 
Girls' School, which may explain why he was given the commission for preparing plans for 
expansion of the school's main site at Ascot. Of the grand scheme which he proposed, 
complete with Gothic tower and spire, very little was actually erected. The building now 
known as the West Wing was built in 1927-28, and it is another example of Powell's debt to 
Norman Shaw and the Arts and Crafts movement. It is in face brick with cement dressings, 
and has a steeply-pitched tile roof, imitation half-timbering in the gables, elaborate chimney 
stacks set at an angle to the roof line, and bay windows with leaded casements. The internal 
decoration was utilitarian but attractive, with finely executed joinery and dado panelling. 
 
 
West wing, St Margaret's Church of England Girls' School, Ascot 
(Lange L. Powell, 1927-28) 
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6: Atkinson, Powell and Conrad (1927-1931) 
 
 
In October 1927 it was announced that Messrs H.W. Atkinson, Lange L. Powell and A.H. 
Conrad had formed a partnership, and that Conrad would leave Brisbane early in 1928 to 
study developments in hospital architecture overseas. It was thus clear that the impetus 
behind the merger was the need for closer cooperation between the two firms who had been 
appointed as joint architects to the Brisbane and South Coast Hospitals Board. It was also 
clear that the leading light in the hospital work of the new partnership would be Arnold 
Henry Conrad (1887-1979), a man almost exactly Powell's contemporary, who would outlive 
Powell by more than forty years. Following the death of Henry Atkinson in 1938, Conrad 
formed a partnership with Thomas Brenan Femister Gargett (1898-1975), and the firm of 
Conrad and Gargett became the major force in hospital design in Queensland in the years 
after World War II. 
 
From Powell's point of view, this was a marriage of convenience, and like most such unions, 
it soon proved unsatisfactory. Perhaps one of the considerations which induced Powell to 
form the partnership was the fact that Atkinson and Conrad were the official architects to the 
Anglican Archdiocese of Brisbane. We have already seen that Powell had an interest in 
Anglican ecclesiastical architecture, and he may have hoped that the union with Atkinson and 
Conrad would open up new possibilities for him in this area. If so, he was to be disappointed. 
 
The latter part of this period of Powell's career was scarred by the Wall Street crash of 
October 1929. For Australia, this marked the beginning of the Great Depression, and it saw a 
rapid decline in the volume of building activity, and hence a severe decline in architectural 
work. These were the years when many Australian architects were (as Max Freeland 
colourfully put it) "walking the streets selling soap and shoelaces."1 Powell was fortunate that 
the State Government was continuing to fund hospital development in Brisbane, partly as a 
job-creation project and partly in recognition of the serious shortage of hospital beds in the 
city.  
 
He was also fortunate in his banking clients, and he continued to work on projects for both 
the National Bank of Australasia and the Commercial Bank of Australia. Both these banks 
erected large premises in Queen Street during this period, and although Powell was not 
entrusted with the design of those buildings, he would certainly have been kept busy 
supervising them. However even the banks were feeling the pinch, and it seems that some of 
Powell's banking projects from these years did not reach fruition.  
 
New players were emerging in the retail world, and Powell would design premises for two 
firms which are now household names in Australia. The first Woolworths buildings in 
                                                 
1 J.M. Freeland, The Making of a Profession: A History of the Growth and Work of the Architectural Institutes 
in Australia (Sydney: Angus and Robertson, 1971), 170. 
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Brisbane were constructed during these years, and Coles would not be far behind them. 
Powell was the architect for both firms. 
 
The Brisbane Masonic Temple, which had been on Powell's mind for many years, finally 
became a reality in 1930. It is today a Brisbane tourist attraction and remains Powell's 
abiding monument. 
 
Having been elected president of the Queensland Institute of Architects in 1927, Powell was 
now the public face of the architectural profession in Queensland. His work for the profession 
during these years was prodigious. One of his many duties was to act as one of the three 
adjudicators of the 1928 competition to design the Brisbane war memorial in Anzac Square. 
He presumably admired the winning design of the Sydney architects, Stafford H. Buchanan 
and Frederick M. Cowper, but he was later critical of the landscaping of the square. 
It was during Powell's presidency that the long-awaited registration of architects finally 
became a reality in Queensland, with the passing of the Architects' Act, 1928. This meant that 
the designation "architect" could now be applied only to those who had met the appropriate 
criteria and registered with the Board of Architects of Queensland, which was set up in 1929 
to administer the act. As president of the Queensland Institute of Architects, Powell was ex 
officio a founding member of the Board, a role which he took very seriously. When he 
stepped down from the presidency of the Institute in 1931, Powell was soon re-appointed to 
the Board as an elected representative of the practising architects of Queensland. 
 
As if this were not enough, Powell made an even more significant contribution to the 
profession at the national level during these years, when the various state-based architectural 
institutes were moving uncertainly towards some sort of national federation. At the meeting 
of the Federal Council of the Australian Institutes of Architects in August 1928, Powell 
(attending in his capacity as president of the Queensland Institute) was elected president. The 
long-running saga of federation was debated yet again, and a new proposal to establish a 
federal Institute, which would exist in addition to, but separate from, the state Institutes was 
received positively.  
 
Over the following twelve months the matter was discussed by the various state Institutes, 
and when the Federal Council reconvened in September 1929, Powell (who was still 
president of the Federal Council) made an impassioned plea to the delegates to come to an 
agreement. They reflected on the matter overnight and the following day agreed to disband 
the Federal Council and establish in its place the Australian Institute of Architects. In 1930 
this became the Royal Australian Institute of Architects, but in 2008 it reverted to its earlier 
name.2 
 
                                                 
2 For a more detailed account of the formation of the Australian Institute of Architects, see Freeland, Making of 
a Profession, chapter 8. 
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Early in 1929 it was announced that Powell had been elected as a Fellow of the Royal 
Institute of British Architects, in recognition of his services to the architectural profession, 
and for his work in the formation of the Australian Institute of Architects. As president of the 
Queensland Institute, he was a foundation councillor of the Australian Institute of Architects, 
and in 1930 he was awarded the fellowship of the new body. In February 1931 he stepped 
down from the presidency of the Queensland Institute of Architects. 
 
 
Lange Powell (holding pipe) with other members of the first council of the  
Australian Institute of Architects, September 1929 
 
A short profile of Powell, published in a Brisbane newspaper in July 1931, described him as 
"a young man, still in his early forties … held in warm regard by the master builders with 
whom he has been associated." It also reported that his favourite recreation was reading, and 
that he was the owner of a fine library.3 
 
In October 1931 the partnership of Atkinson, Powell and Conrad was dissolved. Powell and 
one of the junior partners, George Rae, moved to Commercial Bank Chambers in Queen 
Street to set up the new practice of Powell and Rae. 
 
Powell's major projects from this period will now be examined in more detail. 
 
                                                 
3 Sunday Mail (Brisbane), 12 July 1931, p.2. 
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Brisbane Masonic Temple 
 
Shortly after the Brisbane Masonic Temple was opened in 1930, the Brisbane architect 
Thomas Percy predicted that it would be "a lasting monument to its creator,"4 and so it has 
proved. Standing at 311 Ann Street, Brisbane, it is both a significant tourist attraction and 
Powell's best known work. With its grand Classical façade and its richly appointed interior, it 
shows us Powell in full flight. 
 
The design history of this building is quite complex. Powell was himself a Freemason, and it 
appears that around 1921 he was asked to prepare a design for a new temple. This first design 
is recognisably similar to the final building, although it had only four columns (apparently 
Tuscan) in the façade, and the frontage continued to rise considerably above the simple 
cornice. We have seen elsewhere that Powell sometimes extended his buildings above the 
cornice or entablature, with questionable results. The Sydney magazine Building said of this 
design that it looked "like a mausoleum" and had "a frowning effect."5 
 
   
Powell's earlier designs for the Masonic Temple, Brisbane 
Left: about 1921.   Right: about 1923. 
 
In 1923 a competition was held to design the Temple, and in January 1924 Powell was 
awarded first prize for a new design, still with a frowning front, but now with six Corinthian 
columns which rested on a row of tall and deeply rusticated round-arched windows. No 
longer like a mausoleum, this building resembled a large bank. The plans for the entrance hall 
and Grand Lodge Hall were enthusiastically reviewed. Of course the cost of such a structure 
                                                 
4 Architectural and Building Journal of Queensland, 12 January 1931, p.12. 
5 Building (Sydney), 12 August 1921, p.37. 
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was enormous, and four years were to pass before the Brisbane Freemasons felt themselves in 
a position to commence construction. 
 
By that time, Powell had produced an amended version of the plan, and it was unquestionably 
an improvement on his earlier thoughts. The six freestone Corinthian columns rise from a 
granite base only slightly above ground level. The roof is recessed behind the cornice, and 
largely veiled by elaborately carved acroteria. The stonework of the façade has been much 
lauded. One of the stonemasons responsible for the carving was John Theodore Muller, who 
would later gain renown for his work on the Great Court at the University of Queensland, St 
Lucia. The structure is of reinforced concrete. 
 
 
Masonic Temple, 311 Ann Street, Brisbane 
(Lange L. Powell, 1928-30) 
 
With four storeys and a basement, the interior is of an opulence which some find magnificent 
and others consider overblown. Large copper-sheathed doors give access to the circular lobby 
and the staircases beyond. Further still is the solemn Court of Remembrance, a war memorial 
space with two concentric circles of Tuscan columns surrounding a large urn, all paved in 
marble mosaic. The staircases to the upper floors are marbled in various colours, and the 
offices and reception rooms have fine timber joinery. The Grand Lodge Room on the top 
floor is a striking composition, with a curved and deeply coffered ceiling, walls of imitation 
stone, an openwork screen (shielding the organ pipes) above the dais, and fine timber seating. 
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One of the most interesting features of this building was the elaborate ventilating system, a 
great luxury in an era before air-conditioning. Situated in the basement, it drew in air through 
louvres in the side wall, and the air was then sprayed with water and cooled, before being 
piped to vents near the top of the internal walls. Vents near the floor removed the stale air. A 
second unit was placed on the roof to ventilate the Grand Lodge Room. 
 
 
Grand Lodge Hall, Brisbane Masonic Temple 
 
When it was opened in December 1930, in the bleak days of the Great Depression, the 
Masonic Temple was a thing of wonder. The Catholic Church was an implacable foe of 
freemasonry, but that did not prevent the Catholic archbishop, James Duhig, from asking 
Powell for a private showing of the new building. He would certainly have been impressed. 
 
Brisbane General Hospital 
 
Block 1 of the Brisbane and South Coast Hospitals Board's large scheme for the 
redevelopment of the Brisbane General Hospital had been designed by the State Works 
Department, and was erected slowly (1925-29) and at considerable expense, being 
constructed of stone and brick. The Board believed that the work could be done better and 
more cheaply if they employed their own architects, who would then tender out the work to a 
commercial builder and supervise construction. This was the origin of the partnership of 
Atkinson, Powell and Conrad. 
 
In their plans for Block 2 (erected 1928-30), the new architects followed the established 
design as regarded the general dimensions of the building (six storeys), but they opted for 
construction in rendered brick and reinforced concrete to save money. Whereas the lavatories 
and bathrooms of Block 1 had been placed in an external tower, half way along the north side 
of the block, those of Block 2 were located at the western end of the block, with the intention 
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of improving the lighting, but with obvious disadvantages for the nursing staff. The internal 
design was based around large wards, with beds perpendicular to the walls and facing each 
other. On three sides, the wards opened onto balconies, which were about three metres wide. 
At the western end of the block were walkways connecting to adjacent blocks and giving 
access to lifts and stairwells. The doctors objected that they had not been sufficiently 
consulted in the design of the new building, and the project attracted considerable 
controversy, which only increased when a Royal Commission on Hospital Affairs was 
established in 1930. 
 
The 1920s were a time of rapid evolution in hospital design. It was decided to send staff 
overseas to study the latest developments, and early in 1928 Arnold Conrad (one of the 
principal partners) and Charles Atkinson (a son of the senior partner) departed on an eight-
month study tour of the USA, UK and Europe. In their absence, Powell took a leading role in 
the project, but building work had only just commenced by the time of Conrad and 
Atkinson's return. This made it possible to incorporate some of the innovations which had 
been observed overseas, including a subterranean tunnel to carry pipes, internal paintwork in 
a more varied palette, linoleum floor coverings, night lights recessed into the walls, and a 
cold storage facility. 
 
 
Photograph (about 1931) of new ward blocks at Brisbane General Hospital 
 Compare Block 2 (left, Atkinson Powell & Conrad, 1928-30, demolished)  
with Block 1 (right, Public Works Department, 1925-29, demolished) 
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Conrad's tour had left him in no doubt that high-rise hospital buildings, served by fast lifts, 
were the future of hospital design in large cities. By July 1930 he had prepared a plaster and 
clay model to demonstrate the layout of the remaining blocks in the master plan for the 
hospital. 
 
Apart from the large new ward blocks, the architects were involved in many smaller projects 
at the hospital, mostly involving the repurposing, renovation or extension of existing 
buildings. One of the largest of these was the 1930 extension of the nurses' quarters. 
 
Banks 
 
There were no large banks designed by Powell during this period, neither for the National 
Bank of Australasia (NBA), nor for the Commercial Bank of Australia (CBA). 
 
The NBA bank in Tully (1927-28, demolished), was a small structure, its façade graced with 
a cornice and a parapet to lend some dignity to a very modest building. The reinforced 
concrete construction, and the awning supported on posts, were probably concessions to the 
climatic conditions. 
 
The alterations made to an existing two-storey building on the corner of George and Roma 
Streets, Brisbane, for the NBA (1928, demolished) seem to have been minor, and mostly 
internal. At much the same time Powell was remodelling another corner site, this time in 
Maryborough, for the CBA (1928, demolished). 
 
 
National Bank of Australasia, 2 William Street, Grantham 
(Atkinson, Powell and Conrad, 1928, demolished) 
 
The NBA branch in the small town of Grantham (1928, demolished) was located on an 
awkward corner site, and the resulting triangular timber building is possibly the smallest bank 
that Powell ever designed. The galvanised iron roof was hidden behind a timber parapet, and 
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galvanised iron hoods were provided for the door and windows. Internally, it was lined with 
tongue-and-groove boards, creating an excellent example of a Queensland vernacular bank 
building. 
 
The NBA bank in Warwick (1929-30, demolished) was a remodelled, two-storey building. It 
is not clear how much of the resulting façade was a survival from the earlier building, but the 
openwork parapet was almost certainly Powell's work. Here again a shop-front necessitated 
an obtrusive awning. The six offices on the upper floor were accessed via a separate entrance, 
apparently at the side. A timber building at the rear provided accommodation for bank staff 
on night-duty. 
 
 
Remodelled premises for National Bank of Australasia, Palmerin Street, Warwick 
(Atkinson, Powell and Conrad, 1929-30, demolished) 
 
The NBA bank in Goomeri (1929) is an interesting example of the decorative possibilities of 
concrete construction on a small scale. The panelled door and the traceried toplights all 
survive and the building has been successively repurposed as a restaurant. On the other hand, 
the CBA bank in Julia Creek (1930, demolished) was an unusual example of a vernacular 
timber bank, with no awning (other than the wide eaves) and a substantial urned parapet 
(executed in timber). It was a sizeable building, and included professional offices.  
 
The CBA bank on the corner of Brunswick and Wickham Streets, Fortitude Valley (1930-31, 
demolished) occupied another remodelled two-storey building. It included new shop-fronts in 
both streets, but the corner section was completely rebuilt to produce a rounded corner, in 
accordance with new by-laws. 
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Clearly Powell disliked awnings, and yet the awning was a practical feature in a hot, wet 
climate. As an alternative, he sometimes used the loggia, which he apparently considered 
appropriate for northern Queensland. He had designed a large loggia for the 1925-26 NBA 
bank in Cairns, and he used this device again in his 1930 plans for the NBA bank in Ayr, 
which was never erected (presumably as a result of Depression-era retrenchment). It would 
have been a one-storey masonry structure, with a loggia at the front consisting of rusticated 
round-arched openings over a low balustrade. As the Depression receded, the project was 
revived, and Powell designed a much grander building which will be discussed in the next 
chapter. 
 
 
Proposed National Bank of Australasia, Ayr 
(Atkinson, Powell and Conrad, designed 1930, not built) 
 
The large bank projects with which Powell was associated during this period were buildings 
which he had not himself designed. The seven-storey National Bank of Australasia at 180-
182 Queen Street, Brisbane (1928-30) and the eleven-storey Commercial Bank of Australia at 
239 Queen Street (1929-30, demolished) were both designed by the Melbourne firm of A. & 
K. Henderson. It may have been galling for Powell that his clients did not entrust him with 
the design of these buildings, but nonetheless the substantial fees for supervision would have 
been very welcome during those lean Depression years. 
 
Retail Premises 
 
The Australian firm named Woolworths Ltd (no relation to its British or American 
namesakes) had been established in Sydney in 1924, successfully exploiting a business model 
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based on general merchandise retailed at bargain prices. A few years later it was ready to 
expand into the Brisbane market, and Powell was appointed as architect. In 1928 an existing 
two-storey building at 174 Queen Street was remodelled, with the sales area confined to the 
ground floor. Two years later this was extended into the building at the rear, to create an 
Adelaide Street entrance and shop-front. A cafeteria was later opened on the upper floor. At 
much the same time Powell was also remodelling and extending a building in Brunswick 
Street to create the firm's Fortitude Valley store. 
 
 
Remodelled premises for Woolworths Ltd, 174 Queen Street, Brisbane 
(Atkinson, Powell and Conrad, 1928, demolished) 
 
The two-storey showrooms and warehouse for Queensland Pastoral Supplies in Bowen 
Street, Spring Hill (1929-30, demolished) were of masonry, with large windows. A small 
awning over the entrance left the simply decorated façade unobscured. 
 
The existing showrooms for Ward Motors in Wickham Street, Fortitude Valley, were 
significantly enlarged in 1929, with a two-storey extension southward to the corner of 
Constance Street. On both levels there are very large windows, separated by pilasters and 
surmounted by a dentilled cornice, and there was originally a large cantilevered awning. The 
new building was described in the press as "quite imposing."6 
                                                 
6 Brisbane Courier, 11 June 1929, p.3. 
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Ecclesiastical 
 
Powell's ecclesiastical work during this stage of his career was very limited. The small 
Anglican church of St Paul at Winton (1928) is essentially a timber-and-tin vernacular 
Queensland country church, but with some Powellesque touches. The steeply pitched roofs, 
the added toplights above the casement windows, and the half-timbering effect of the cover-
strips in the gables are all typical of his work. 
 
In 1929 Powell designed an attractive stone reredos for Holy Trinity Anglican Church, 
Fortitude Valley. Stylistically it belongs to that period of English Gothic architecture 
normally referred to as "Decorated," and it was executed in Yangan freestone. The plain 
panelled wall is surmounted by three carved canopies, symbolical of the Trinity. Under the 
central canopy is a large bronze cross, with enamelled symbols of the evangelists; it was 
manufactured by Wunderlich Ltd. 
 
 
Front elevation of reredos for Holy Trinity Church, Fortitude Valley 
(Atkinson, Powell and Conrad, 1929) 
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Houses 
 
There are only two houses from this period which can with certainty be attributed to Powell. 
The first is his family's holiday home at Cloyne Road, Southport (1928-29, demolished). 
Unfortunately no description or image of this house has been located. 
 
The other is the sprawling mansion for his friend, the builder George Stronach, erected in 
1930 on an elevated site at the southern end of Eldernell Terrace, Hamilton, overlooking the 
Brisbane River. Although of only one storey, the steeply pitched tile roof and the high, 
Baroque gables make it quite an imposing structure, with a suggestion of the English manor 
house. The walls are of rough-cast brick, with random blocks of porphyry placed around the 
openings and as quoins. Internally, the lounge was positively baronial, with a large stone 
fireplace shaped into a Tudor arch, and a queen-post roof. On the south side, a large flagged 
terrace commands wonderful views, and on the north side a piazza, enclosed on three sides, 
provided a more sheltered outdoor living area. 
 
 
Stronach house, 1A Eldernell Terrace, Hamilton   
(Atkinson, Powell and Conrad, 1930) 
 
Other Projects 
 
The Slade School at Warwick was an Anglican foundation, so it is possible that Powell's 
association with Atkinson and Conrad won him this commission, although it is more likely 
that his work on St Margaret's School, Brisbane encouraged the school board to engage him. 
As at St Margaret's, Powell prepared an ambitious design for the expansion of the school 
complex, and as at St Margaret's, little of it was ever built. The only section to be realised 
was the western wing (1928-29) of what was intended to be a large classroom block. It is in 
brick, with a steeply pitched tile roof, and a cloistered veranda on the north side. As at St 
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Margaret's, the main influence on the design seems to have been the Arts and Crafts 
movement. This building was later used as the school chapel. 
 
During the 1920s the Brisbane City Council undertook an ambitious, and expensive, 
programme to widen Adelaide Street. This involved the partial demolition, and consequent 
remodelling, of many buildings along the western side of the street. Powell and his colleagues 
were among the beneficiaries of this scheme. One of Powell's Adelaide Street projects was 
the remodelling of the building of the Young Women's Christian Association at 278 Adelaide 
Street (1929, demolished). A shop-front was inserted at ground level, sheltered by a 
cantilevered awning. The façade of the two floors above was spanned by four large fluted 
pilasters with foliated capitals, separated by large windows and their carved spandrels. A very 
Powellesque balcony adorned the first floor, and the club's initials were picked out in large 
letters below a heavy cornice. 
 
 
Young Women's Christian Association, 278 Adelaide Street, Brisbane 
(Atkinson, Powell and Conrad, 1929, demolished) 
 
69 
 
The large complex of buildings (now demolished), which were erected in 1929-30 on the 
corner of Adelaide and Wharf Streets for the Anglican archdiocese, were intended, among 
other things, to provide nurses' quarters for St Martin's Hospital, and it was planned that they 
should harmonise with the hospital buildings. This no doubt explains why Powell was 
selected as architect for this project. Soon after completion, the Eton Private Hotel was 
established within this complex, and it became known by that name, or more simply as Eton 
House. 
 
It was a complicated structure, with shop-fronts along Adelaide Street. The upper floors were 
recessed back from Adelaide Street, leaving a flat roof above the shops. Behind the shops 
was a parking garage accessed at the rear from Wharf Street. Above that were two floors of 
residential accommodation, and the topmost level provided rooms for the Moreton Club (on 
the Wharf Street side) and nurses' quarters for St Martin's Hospital (on the side away from 
Wharf Street, adjacent to and connected with the hospital). Like the hospital, it was built of 
brick with a steeply-pitched tile roof. The string courses, projecting windows, chimney, and 
shingle tiles in the gables all suggested an Arts and Crafts influence. It was reported that "the 
building has created a good deal of interest on account of its uncommon design."7 
 
 
Eton Private Hotel, Adelaide & Wharf Streets, Brisbane 
(Atkinson, Powell and Conrad, 1929-30, demolished) 
                                                 
7 Architectural and Building Journal of Queensland, 10 September 1930, p.29. 
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7: 1931-1938 
 
 
The partnership of Powell and Rae, which was established in October 1931, was the shortest-
lived of all Powell's partnerships. It was dissolved in February 1933. George Rae had trained 
under Powell and had worked with him for quite some years, latterly as a junior partner in the 
firm of Atkinson, Powell and Conrad. Like Powell, he was a very fine draughtsman and was 
able to produce beautifully rendered perspective drawings of his designs. Unlike Powell, he 
was interested in domestic architecture, and this may have caused friction in the partnership. 
After they parted ways, Powell practised alone for the remainder of his career, from his office 
in the Commercial Bank Building in Queen Street. 
 
 
Lange Powell in later life 
 
The early 1930s were difficult years, but by 1934 the worst of the Great Depression was over 
and the recovery was underway. As business conditions improved, the National Bank of 
Australasia and the Commercial Bank of Australia kept Powell occupied with new building 
projects. The more healthy economic environment also opened up new opportunities for 
Powell in retail and hotel work. The large building programme at the Brisbane General 
Hospital continued unabated, and Powell shared this project with his former partners, 
Atkinson and Conrad, but once again from separate premises, an arrangement which must 
have been problematic. 
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In June 1935 Powell ceased to be a member of the Queensland Board of Architects, but he 
did not entirely abandon his work for the profession: he remained a councillor of the 
Queensland Chapter of the Royal Australian Institute of Architects until his death. 
 
The history of architecture in Queensland is replete with family dynasties, but Powell's only 
son chose a career in surgery, not architecture. However Powell's second daughter, Joan, 
chose to pursue her father's profession. She was apprenticed to her father in 1934 and studied 
successfully at the Brisbane Central Technical College, where she became vice-president of 
the Queensland Architectural Students' Association. Her marriage to Peter Cossey in June 
1940 apparently put an end to her architectural aspirations. 
 
The arrival in Brisbane in September 1934 of the new Anglican Archbishop, William Wand, 
proved to be a significant event for Powell, who soon became a close friend of the English 
prelate. Although Atkinson and Conrad remained the official architects to the archdiocese, 
Wand was able to give Powell some small commissions for new churches, and also to enlist 
his willing assistance in the design of new furnishings for St John's Cathedral. 
 
Sadly, Powell's health was declining, possibly as a result of decades of heavy smoking. He 
was hospitalised for a few days in June 1936, and was again unwell in July 1938. In October 
of that year he developed influenza, which soon advanced to pneumonia, and he died on 29 
October 1938 in the building which is perhaps his finest legacy, St Martin's Hospital. His 
funeral in St John's Cathedral was attended by many mourners. 
 
Powell's major projects from this period will now be examined in more detail. 
 
Hospitals 
 
With the dissolution of the Atkinson, Powell and Conrad partnership, the Brisbane and South 
Coast Hospitals Board again had two separate firms of architects to manage the large building 
projects at the Brisbane General Hospital. It is not clear how the division of work between the 
two firms was organised, but it is clear that Arnold Conrad was now considered the local 
authority on hospital design. 
 
The construction of the double row of large ward blocks flanking Bowen Bridge Road 
continued, generally following the model established with Block 2. Block 4 (demolished) was 
erected between 1935 and 1937 and stood behind block 2. It was of six storeys, with public 
wards on the first three floors, "intermediate" wards (for fee-paying patients) on the next two 
floors, and five operating theatres on the top floor. The outdoor spaces were limited to a wide 
balcony on the northern side only. The more extensive balconies of Block 2 had perhaps been 
found wasteful; they were later enclosed to enlarge the wards. 
 
Block 3 (1936-38, demolished) stood immediately south of Block 2, with a frontage to 
Bowen Bridge Road. Also of six storeys, it housed offices on the ground floor, and public 
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wards above. The use of louvre windows for the balconies was an innovation, designed to 
provide more control over the ventilation. 
 
 
Aerial view of Brisbane General Hospital and Brisbane Women's Hospital, 1937 
Block 3 (1936-38) is numbered 3.    Block 4 (1935-37) is numbered 4. 
Block 1 of the Nurses' Home (1935-36) is numbered 8. 
Brisbane Women's Hospital (1934-38) is numbered 7. 
All designed by Atkinson & Conrad with Lange L. Powell. All demolished. 
 
By the 1930s there was a growing realisation that hospitals could only attract and retain good 
nursing staff if they provided suitable accommodation for the large numbers of single, and 
mostly young, women who worked long and often unsocial hours. Two large eight-storey 
blocks of nurses' quarters were erected on the hill behind the General Hospital in 1935-36 and 
1938-39 (both demolished). The second block was considered particularly innovative, with 
the individual cubicles partitioned by two-metre high walls. The 1.5 metres between the top 
of the partitions and the ceiling was left open to allow fan-driven air to circulate, but this 
must have considerably impacted the privacy of the residents. Each cubicle measured about 
four metres by three metres, and had access to a balcony.  
 
Needless to say, the accommodation erected for the resident doctors, in two phases (1933-34 
and 1939, demolished), was considerably more commodious. 
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Individual cubicle, Nurses' Quarters Block 2, Brisbane General Hospital 
(Atkinson & Conrad with Lange L. Powell, 1938-39, demolished) 
 
Immediately north of the General Hospital, on the corner of Bowen Bridge Road and 
O'Connell Terrace, the State Government provided a site for the erection of a new Brisbane 
Women's Hospital (1934-38), which was also designed by Atkinson and Conrad, in 
collaboration with Powell. Although co-located with the General Hospital, the Women's 
Hospital was a quite separate institution. The six-storey building was cross-shaped, to make 
maximum use of natural lighting and ventilation.  
 
 
Maternity ward, Brisbane Women's Hospital 
(Atkinson & Conrad with Lange L. Powell, 1934-38, demolished) 
 
It was constructed of steel and concrete, with the exterior in face-brick with cement dressings 
of a sandstone colour. A central core served as the entrance, and housed the common 
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services. An additional floor above the central core provided accommodation for medical 
staff, while the nurses' quarters were located in one of the wings. The wards were decorated 
in pastel shades and the fittings were designed to minimise noise. Sun balconies were 
provided at the end of each wing. 
 
Banks 
 
Powell was an incorrigible traditionalist, and the grand classical façade features in several of 
his bank designs from this period. For the National Bank of Australasia (NBA) in Mackay 
(1934-35), he designed a two-storey building in concrete and rendered brick, with pilasters to 
the front walls and two large Tuscan columns flanking the entrance. The entablature 
supported a dentilled pediment (since removed). The façade at the rear of the loggia consisted 
of rows of large windows with copper-clad spandrels. The entrances to the bank and the first-
floor offices were on either side of the loggia. The interior was decorated in marble, terrazzo 
and maple panelling. 
 
 
National Bank of Australasia, 33 Sydney Street, Mackay 
(Lange L. Powell, 1934-35) 
 
For the NBA in Ayr (1935-36) the style chosen was Grecian, with four large Ionic pillars 
spanning the two floors, supporting a dentilled cornice and a plain parapet. Here again there 
was a loggia behind the columns, but only at ground-floor level. A balcony on the upper level 
was apparently part of a staff residence. 
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The classical façade is repeated in the NBA at Mossman (1935-36), but this time as farce. 
This one-storey building, with its timber side-walls and corrugated metal roof, is too modest a 
structure to support the Doric columns which flank the entrance. The Grecian doorway gave 
access to a banking chamber lined with vertically-jointed pine boards. 
 
The Classical influence is more muted in some of Powell's other banks from this period. A 
good example is the Commercial Bank of Australia (CBA) in Wondai (1934-35), a two-
storey rendered brick building, with simple pilasters on the front supporting a vestigial 
entablature. The twelve-pane, double-hung sash windows give a Georgian touch to the 
façade.  
 
 
Commercial Bank of Australia, 61 Haly Street, Wondai 
(Lange L. Powell, 1934-35) 
 
The new façade which Powell designed for his earlier NBA Bank at Home Hill (1938) is a 
nicely proportioned one-storey stripped Classical composition, with a billeted cornice. As in 
the NBA bank at Mossman, it was a little too grand for the timber-and-tin banking chamber 
and residence at the rear. 
 
Retail Premises 
 
The firm of G.J. Coles & Co. had been established in Melbourne in 1921, with a business 
model summed up in the motto "nothing over two shillings and sixpence." They soon 
expanded interstate, unhindered (and perhaps aided) by the rigours of the Great Depression. 
For their first Brisbane building, at 166-168 Queen Street (1931-32, demolished), the firm 
wanted a strikingly modern look, which must have caused some discomfort to their architect. 
Nonetheless Powell dutifully produced the design for his most markedly Art Deco building. It 
was a two-storey structure, with fluted piers to accentuate the vertical lines of the white 
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façade, and a very decorative latticed infill between the piers, which was particularly 
effective when illuminated at night. 
 
At the rear, this new building connected with the ground floor of an existing structure to 
create a shop-floor which extended through to Adelaide Street. This large retail space had a 
high ceiling, was brightly lit, and the goods were displayed on counters panelled in maple and 
set on black marble bases. The ventilating system, located in the basement, was of a type new 
to Brisbane. Coles had introduced the self-service cafeteria to Australia, and the upper floor 
of the Brisbane store had a cafeteria with seating for 300 customers. 
 
 
Coles Building, 166-168 Queen Street, Brisbane 
(Lange L. Powell, 1931-32, demolished) 
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The premises which Powell had earlier remodelled for Woolworths were only two doors 
down from the new Coles store. In 1934 the intervening building was demolished, and for 
this site Powell designed a two-storey retail building for the Brisbane accountant and 
entrepreneur, Byrne Hart. Woolworths, who had taken out a lease with the intention of 
expanding into this building, decided to sublet it to a shoe retailer. By this time Woolworths 
were interested in a property further up Queen Street, with which Powell was also associated. 
 
That property was the Old Town Hall, a venerable Brisbane landmark, erected in 1864-68 to 
a design of William Coote. Although criticised as dangerously unstable at the time of its 
construction, the building had proved to be remarkably durable. Following the completion of 
the grand new Brisbane City Hall, the old Town Hall had become derelict and it was ripe for 
redevelopment. In 1935 a company called Development Pty Ltd reached an agreement with 
the Brisbane City Council to renovate the building for retail purposes, and they appointed 
Powell as their architect. 
 
Powell was very keen to preserve Coote's Renaissance façade, while inserting modern shop-
fronts at the street level. This form of façadism later became a common practice, but it was 
unusual at that time. When Woolworths became interested in the project in 1936, it was 
inevitable that Powell's plan would have to be abandoned in favour of something much more 
modernistic.  
 
 
Powell's original design for the Old Town Hall redevelopment 
(designed about 1935, not built) 
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Old Town Hall Arcade and Woolworths, Queen Street, Brisbane in 1942 
(Lange L. Powell, 1935-38, demolished) 
 
The building was divided into two sections, with Woolworths occupying one half, and an 
arcade of twelve shops in the other half. The shop-fronts in the arcade were of the latest style, 
constructed almost entirely of structural glass, which was joined at the corners with steel 
clips. At the end of the arcade was a sand-blasted glass panel designed by Powell's friend, 
William Bustard. 
 
Ecclesiastical 
 
St Andrew's Presbyterian Church, Bundaberg (1931-32, now a Seventh Day Adventist 
church) was the second of only three sizeable churches erected to a design by Lange Powell. 
It is an attractive, but conventional design, based on the transitional stage between the Early 
English and the Decorated periods of English Gothic architecture. It was executed in 
variegated (but predominantly red) face-brick, with the standard white cement dressings, and 
was enhanced by a very solid tower with a carillon of bells. The interior is particularly 
interesting, with its elaborately trussed timber roof, and one of Powell's trademark openwork 
organ cases. Powell of course designed all of the silky oak furnishings. 
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St Andrew's Presbyterian Church, Maryborough & Woongarra Streets, Bundaberg 
(Lange L. Powell, 1931-32) 
 
Powell was still in partnership with Atkinson and Conrad (the official architects to the 
Brisbane Anglican archdiocese) when he obtained the commission to complete St Andrew's 
Anglican Church, South Brisbane (1931-32). This was a building consisting only of a 
chancel, transepts and one bay of the nave, erected in 1878-83 to plans by Andrea Stombuco, 
in the English Decorated Gothic style. Powell's first proposal for the completion of the church 
was quite radical, and involved turning the existing transepts into the nave of the new church. 
Facing opposition from the congregation, he amended his plans to essentially complete the 
church according to Stombuco's original design (minus the spire, presumably because funds 
were insufficient). 
 
In September 1934 the arrival of the new Anglican archbishop, William Wand, brought 
Powell new opportunities. The result was a late flowering of ecclesiastical work. These were 
mostly small projects, but they must have given the architect much pleasure in his final years. 
 
St George's Anglican Church, Birkdale (1934-35) has a very Arts and Crafts look, with its 
steeply pitched tile roof, stuccoed brick walls and exposed brick facings. Only the sanctuary 
and the first bays of the nave (as far as the side porch) were erected during Powell's lifetime.  
 
All Saints' Anglican Church, Clermont (1935-36) was the last of the three larger churches 
erected to a design by Lange Powell, and it is particularly interesting. We have seen that 
Powell sometimes used Mediterranean styles in his work for the tropical areas of Queensland, 
as for example in his Lombardic Romanesque design for Holy Trinity Anglican Church, 
Mackay. The Clermont church is a very austere hall-church, built of rendered concrete, in a 
simple style which certainly owes something to the Romanesque. External verandas 
(described as "cloisters") flank the nave, and large doors in the nave walls provide cross-
ventilation. 
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All Saints' Anglican Church, Capricorn & Daintree Streets, Clermont 
(Lange L. Powell, 1935-36) 
 
St John's Anglican Church, Surat (1937-38), and St Andrew's Anglican Church, Caloundra 
(1938-39, demolished) were both timber buildings with steeply-pitched metal roofs.  
 
For his own parish church, St Augustine's at Hamilton, Powell designed some significant 
extensions (1937), including a baptistry and two further bays for the nave. The additions 
which he designed for the venerable old Anglican church of St Mark, Warwick (1938-40) 
were even more substantial, including a large western porch, a baptistry, and a tower (of 
which only the base was built; it was later completed to a different design). 
 
Wand's patronage also allowed Powell to indulge his passion for church furnishings, and in 
these final years he designed some very beautiful objects, usually on an honorary basis. The 
reredos and sanctuary panelling for Christ Church Anglican, Bundaberg (1936-37) includes 
figures of Christ in Glory, flanked by St John the Divine and the Virgin, executed in high 
relief in beech wood, against a backdrop of maple panelling. For the exquisite chapel at 
Bishopsbourne, Milton (built in 1911 to a design of Robin S. Dods) Powell designed a 
triptych (1938) to house paintings by William Bustard. 
 
For St John's Cathedral, Powell designed two large bronze standard lights for the sanctuary 
(1936), a memorial cross in bronze with enamelled embellishments (1937), a throne in 
Queensland maple, based on an early sketch by Frank Loughborough Pearson (1938-39), and 
finally a triptych for the Chapel of the Blessed Virgin, again to house paintings by William 
Bustard. This latter work was not constructed until 1940, and it was erected as a memorial to 
the architect, donated by his old friend, Dr R. Graham Brown. 
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Triptych for Chapel of the Blessed Virgin, St John's Cathedral, Brisbane 
(designed by Lange L. Powell; paintings by William Bustard; woodwork by George E. Jackson, 1940) 
 
Houses 
 
Information has been located on only four houses from this period which can, with some 
confidence, be attributed to Lange Powell.  
 
The house for the umbrella manufacturer and retailer, Archibald Lind, on the corner of Rode 
Road and Bayview Terrace, Wavell Heights (1932), is a timber building with a tile roof. 
Because of the sloping block, the house is elevated at the front and commands fine views. 
The living room still has diamond-paned casements, and some of the fine internal panelling 
survives. 
 
John G. Brown had been a senior manager in the Queensland Railways before his retirement, 
and his second wife was a relative of Powell's. For them he designed a fairly modest timber 
house at 11 Glindemann Drive, Holland Park (1932-33). The house has been raised, but it 
appears that the frontage originally incorporated the familiar Powell motif of double bay 
windows, separated by a large, recessed porch. 
 
In 1929 Powell had argued that the then popular Spanish Mission style of architecture was 
"quite unsuited to our temperament and national outlook."1 However he seems to have 
softened that opinion as the years went by. The house which he designed at 9 Towers Street, 
Ascot (1935) for the editor-in-chief of Queensland Newspapers, Reginald Foster, certainly 
                                                 
1 Truth (Brisbane), 8 September 1929, p.14. 
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shows Spanish influence, but it was not in the full-blown, pattern-book Spanish Mission style 
which was then so popular in Brisbane. The house contained four bedrooms, three of them 
opening onto a side veranda, which apparently served as a sleep-out. There was also a front 
veranda. 
 
 
Perspective drawing of Foster house, 9 Towers Street, Ascot 
(Lange L. Powell, 1935) 
 
Roy S. Mackay was a senior bureaucrat in the Queensland Health Department, and would 
later become chairman of the Brisbane and South Coast Hospitals Board. His timber house at 
19 Cawmore Road, Hawthorne (1938) has been sadly neglected. It was built low to the 
ground, in the style which Powell preferred. The large front gable, with long cover-strips, is 
typical of Powell's work. 
 
Other Projects 
 
After the completion of the new wing for St Margaret's School, Ascot (1927-28), little more 
of Powell's large scheme for the school was constructed. However he was able to design a 
cottage-like art room (1933) in brick, with a very steep tiled roof. It was connected to the 
main building by a staircase with twisted Baroque columns, known to generations of St 
Margaret's girls as the "barley-sugar stairs." A few years later he also designed a block of 
music rooms (1936) in a similar Arts and Crafts style. 
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Music rooms, St Margaret's School, Ascot 
(Lange L. Powell, 1936) 
 
Powell had been architect to the Bellevue Hotel, on the corner of George and Alice Streets, 
Brisbane, for many years. His largest project for the Bellevue was a new ballroom (1933-34, 
demolished), tastefully furnished in the style of "the 17th century French school."2 It was 
panelled in the Queensland maple which Powell used so often in his work, and the 
refrigerated air plant was a welcome innovation. 
 
Powell's other large hotel project from this period was at His Majesty's Hotel, at 195 Queen 
Street, Brisbane (1936-38, demolished). In the first phase of this project he remodelled the 
façade, making use of glass bricks, which were then a novelty in Brisbane. In the second 
phase he completely remodelled the interior, installing new light wells to improve the lighting 
and ventilation of the bedrooms and creating an open-air palm court on the top floor.  
                                                 
2 Telegraph (Brisbane), 25 October 1933, city final edition, p.7. 
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8: Conclusion 
 
 
Lange Leopold Powell died on 29 October 1938. His estate was valued for probate at £7868, 
at a time when the average male wage in Queensland was around £250 per annum. His wife 
was his sole legatee, and she survived him by more than forty years, dying in 1979. 
 
Shortly after his death, his practice was purchased by two of his former employees, Robin 
Espie Dods (1912-1988, a nephew of the architect Robin S. Dods) and Stewart Turley Thorpe 
(1911-1992), both of whom had trained under Powell. They called the new practice Lange L. 
Powell, Dods and Thorpe. It is still a busy and successful firm, now called PDT Architects, 
with offices in Brisbane and Townsville. 
 
Powell, Dods and Thorpe inherited Lange Powell's clients in the banking industry, but the 
Brisbane and South Coast Hospitals Board took advantage of Powell's demise to appoint 
Atkinson and Conrad as sole architects to the Board. Henry Atkinson had died not long 
before Powell, and in 1939 Atkinson and Conrad became Conrad and Gargett, which is now 
one of Australia's leading architectural practices. 
 
Reviewing Powell's work over the course of his career, it is clear that there was certainly 
some evolution in his practice, under the influence of contemporary movements in world 
architecture, but at the same time it is also clear that he remained remarkably faithful to the 
artistic mindset of his youth. Of course, architecture is not just about pretty designs. For any 
architect of Powell's era the greatest challenge was adapting to the rapid advances in 
constructional technology. As he put it in 1932, "all sorts of extraordinary engineering tricks 
and devices had to be incorporated in modern buildings, and the essential character and grace 
of architecture retained."1 
 
It is the fate of those who design commercial architecture for central-city locations that much 
of their work will have a short life-span, and that has proved to be the case with Lange 
Powell. As the buildings disappear, so too do the memory and renown of the architects who 
designed them. However in the 1970s, when the Anglican Archdiocese of Brisbane 
developed plans to demolish St Martin's Hospital, a Save St Martin's Committee successfully 
opposed that project in the Supreme Court, and in the process helped to revive the reputation 
of Lange Powell. In recent years the development of the Brisbane Masonic Temple as a 
tourist attraction has also helped to place Powell's name in the public mind. 
 
This renewed interest in Powell and his work is welcome. He was an exceptional architect, 
not easily pigeon-holed into any style or movement, and the buildings which he designed 
deserve closer study and conservation. 
                                                 
1 Queensland Times, 2 December 1932, p.6. 
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APPENDIX: SELECTED WORKS 
 
Arranged chronologically 
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Year(s) Constructed 
 
1911-13 
Name of Building 
 
English, Scottish and Australian Bank 
Status 
 
Demolished 
 
Location 
 
175 Eagle Street, Brisbane, Qld. 
Architect 
 
Chambers and Powell 
 
Builder 
 
John Cockburn 
 
      
 
 
Notes and References 
 
BCC building register no.1431, 18/7/1911. 
Salon (Sydney), December 1913, p.331-35. 
Plans in University of Queensland Fryer Library, UQFL211 job no.11. 
This building was later the premises of the Adelaide Steamship Company. 
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Year(s) Constructed 
 
1912 
Name of Building 
 
Residence for William Francis Corbett 
Status 
 
Standing 
 
Location 
 
26 Thornbury Street, Spring Hill, Qld. 
Architect 
 
Chambers and Powell 
 
Builder 
 
Graham and Speering 
 
 
 
 
 
Notes and References 
 
BCC building register no.1798, 13/9/1912. 
Courier Mail, 12 March 1938, p.11 [sale notice with description].  
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Year(s) Constructed 
 
designed 1911 
Name of Building 
 
Additions to Queen Alexandra Home for Destitute Children 
Status 
 
Not built 
 
Location 
 
Indooroopilly, Qld. 
Architect 
 
Chambers and Powell 
 
Builder 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Notes and References 
 
Salon (Sydney), January-February 1913, p.254. 
In 1911 the home was relocated to an existing building in Coorparoo. 
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Year(s) Constructed 
 
1913 
Name of Building 
 
House for Margaret Gibson 
Status 
 
Demolished 
 
Location 
 
Sedgebrook Street, Spring Hill, Qld. 
Architect 
 
Chambers and Powell 
 
Builder 
 
David William Tipler 
 
   
 
Notes and References 
 
BCC building register no.2051, 17/5/1913. 
Plans in University of Queensland Fryer Library, UQFL226 job no.3. 
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Year(s) Constructed 
 
1913 
Name of Building 
 
House for Margaret Gibson 
Status 
 
Demolished 
 
Location 
 
Bonney Avenue, Clayfield, Qld. 
Architect 
 
Chambers and Powell 
 
Builder 
 
David William Tipler 
 
   
 
 
Notes and References 
 
Plans in University of Queensland Fryer Library, UQFL226 job no.2. 
 
  
91 
 
 
 
Year(s) Constructed 
 
1913 
Name of Building 
 
Bulk store for Henry Berry & Co. 
Status 
 
Standing 
 
Location 
 
36 Mein Street (cnr Bowen Street), Spring Hill, Qld. 
 
Architect 
 
Chambers & Powell 
 
Builder 
 
Blair Cunningham 
 
 
 
 
Notes and References 
 
BCC building register no.2178, 25/8/1913. 
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Year(s) Constructed 
 
1914 
Name of Building 
 
Residence for J. Maddock Hughes 
Status 
 
Demolished 
 
Location 
 
Marine Parade, Southport, Qld. 
Architect 
 
Chambers and Powell 
 
Builder 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Notes and References 
 
Salon (Sydney), November 1915, p.96. 
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Year(s) Constructed 
 
1914-15 
Name of Building 
 
Preston House 
Status 
 
Demolished 
 
Location 
 
371 Queen Street (cnr Eagle Lane), Brisbane, Qld. 
Architect 
 
Chambers and Powell 
 
Builder 
 
Thomas Keenan 
 
    
 
Notes and References 
 
BCC building register no.2667, 26/10/1914. 
Salon (Sydney), September 1916, p.27-31. 
Building (Sydney), 12 April 1918, p.52-54. 
Later known as the Equitable Life Building. 
Plans in University of Queensland Fryer Library, UQFL211, job no.12A. 
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Year(s) Constructed 
 
1915 
Name of Building 
 
Warehouse for R.S. Exton and Co. 
Status 
 
Demolished 
 
Location 
 
cnr Ann Street & Hutton Lane, Brisbane, Qld. 
 
Architect 
 
Chambers and Powell 
 
Builder 
 
Alex Anderson 
 
    
 
 
Notes and References 
 
BCC building register no.2892, 2/8/1915. 
This stood beside the original 1907 Exton building, the façade of which is still standing. 
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Year(s) Constructed 
 
1915-16 
Name of Building 
 
Brisbane Associated Friendly Societies (BAFS) Dispensary 
Status 
 
Standing 
 
Location 
 
331-333 George Street (cnr Turbot Street), Brisbane, Qld. 
 
Architect 
 
Chambers and Powell 
 
Builder 
 
Blair Cunningham 
 
 
 
 
 
Notes and References 
BCC building register no.2854, 9/7/1915. 
Telegraph (Brisbane), 3 July 1915, second edition, p.5. 
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Year(s) Constructed 
 
1915-16 
Name of Building 
 
Residence for Frank K. Brodribb 
Status 
 
Standing 
 
Location 
 
218 Gladstone Road, Dutton Park, Qld. 
Architect 
 
Chambers and Powell 
 
Builder 
 
Walter Francis Speering 
 
 
 
 
 
Notes and References 
 
Building (Sydney), 12 July 1917, p.64-65. 
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Year(s) Constructed 
 
1915-16 
Name of Building 
 
Premises for Jenyns Patent Corsets 
Status 
 
Standing 
 
Location 
 
327 George Street, Brisbane, Qld. 
Architect 
 
Chambers and Powell 
 
Builder 
 
Blair Cunningham 
 
   
 
 
Notes and References 
 
BCC building register no.2889, 2/8/1915. 
BCC building register no.2944, 1/11/1915 [additional storey]. 
Plans in University of Queensland Fryer Library, UQFL226, job no.4. 
Originally designed as premises for G.L. Uhl. 
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Year(s) Constructed 
 
1916 
Name of Building 
 
Extensions to premises of Robert Reid & Co. 
Status 
 
Demolished 
 
Location 
 
132-148 Edward Street (cnr Charlotte Street), Brisbane, Qld. 
 
Architect 
 
Chambers and Powell 
 
Builder 
 
Blair Cunningham 
 
 
 
 
Notes and References 
 
BCC building register no.2983, 7/1/1916. 
Plans in University of Queensland Fryer Library, UQFL211, job no.146A. 
The extensions comprised the left section of the frontage in the above photo, plus all of the side 
elevation. 
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Year(s) Constructed 
 
1916-17 
Name of Building 
 
Alterations to premises for Methodist Book Depot 
Status 
 
Demolished 
 
Location 
 
235 Albert Street, Brisbane, Qld.  
 
Architect 
 
Chambers and Powell 
 
Builder 
 
Edwin John Grigg 
 
 
 
 
Notes and References 
 
BCC building register no.3159, 29/11/1916. 
The Week (Brisbane), 2 March 1917, p.23. 
 
  
100 
 
 
 
Year(s) Constructed 
 
1917 
Name of Building 
 
Warehouse for Parsons Bros. 
Status 
 
Demolished 
 
Location 
 
95-97 Elizabeth Street, Brisbane, Qld. 
Architect 
 
Chambers and Powell 
 
Builder 
 
Alex Anderson 
 
 
 
Notes and References 
 
BCC building register no.3236, 27/6/1917. 
Plans in University of Queensland Fryer Library, UQFL226, job no.5. 
This building was owned by James Macmillan and leased to Parsons Bros. 
On the left of the elevation, part of the Hooker, Chapman warehouse is visible. It was also owned by 
Macmillan and designed by Powell. 
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Year(s) Constructed 
 
1917-18 
Name of Building 
 
Bulk store for Paul and Gray Ltd 
Status 
 
Standing 
 
Location 
 
225 St Paul's Terrace, Fortitude Valley, Qld. 
Architect 
 
Chambers and Powell 
 
Builder 
 
Walter Francis Speering 
 
 
 
 
Notes and References 
 
BCC building register no.3324, 3/12/1917. 
Building (Sydney), 12 July 1918, p.113. 
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Year(s) Constructed 
 
1917 
Name of Building 
 
Dalrymple Buildings 
Status 
 
Standing 
 
Location 
 
84-106 Victoria Street, Mackay, Qld. 
Architect 
 
Chambers and Powell 
 
Builder 
 
Alex Anderson 
 
 
 
 
Notes and References 
 
Daily Mercury (Mackay), 20 April 1917, p.2. 
Building (Sydney), 11 September 1920, p.137. 
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Year(s) Constructed 
 
1918 
Name of Building 
 
Residence for Joseph P. Cranley 
Status 
 
Demolished 
 
Location 
 
Hobbs Street, Auchenflower, Qld. 
Architect 
 
Chambers and Powell 
 
Builder 
 
A.A. Leitch 
 
 
 
 
 
Notes and References 
 
Plans in University of Queensland Fryer Library, UQFL211, job no. MISC 43. 
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Year(s) Constructed 
 
1918 
Name of Building 
 
Residence for Alfred S. Huybers 
Status 
 
Standing 
 
Location 
 
3 Moreton Street (cnr Brunswick Street), New Farm, Qld. 
 
Architect 
 
Chambers and Powell 
 
Builder 
 
Walter Francis Speering 
 
 
 
Notes and References 
 
BCC building register no.3510, 16/10/1918. 
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Year(s) Constructed 
 
1918 
Name of Building 
 
Residence for Mrs Charles Solomon 
Status 
 
Standing 
 
Location 
 
15 Florence Street, Teneriffe, Qld. 
Architect 
 
Chambers and Powell 
 
Builder 
 
Blair Cunningham 
 
 
 
 
Notes and References 
 
BCC building register no.3411, 10/5/1918. 
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Year(s) Constructed 
 
1919 
Name of Building 
 
Alterations and additions to premises for Brisbane Associated Friendly 
Societies 
Status 
 
Standing 
 
Location 
 
146 Wickham Street (cnr Little Street), Fortitude Valley, Qld. 
 
Architect 
 
Chambers and Powell 
 
Builder 
 
George Henry Turner 
 
 
 
 
Notes and References 
 
BCC building register no.3534, 4/2/1919. 
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Year(s) Constructed 
 
1919 
Name of Building 
 
Exton House 
Status 
 
Demolished 
 
Location 
 
337-339 Queen Street, Brisbane, Qld. 
Architect 
 
Chambers and Powell 
 
Builder 
 
Alex Anderson 
 
 
 
Notes and References 
 
Brisbane Courier, 18 July 1919, p.3. 
Later known as Centaur House. 
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Year(s) Constructed 
 
1919-20 
Name of Building 
 
Kennedy Terrace Methodist Church 
Status 
 
Standing 
 
Location 
 
123 Kennedy Terrace (cnr Stack Street), Paddington, Qld.  
 
Architect 
 
Chambers and Powell 
 
Builder 
 
George Henry Turner 
 
 
 
 
 
Notes and References 
 
Telegraph (Brisbane), 23 March 1920, second edition, p.9. 
 
109 
 
 
 
Year(s) Constructed 
 
1919 
Name of Building 
 
Residence for Lange L. Powell 
Status 
 
Demolished 
 
Location 
 
33 Windermere Road, Hamilton, Qld. 
Architect 
 
Chambers and Powell 
 
Builder 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Notes and References 
 
The Home (Sydney), March 1922, p.28. 
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Year(s) Constructed 
 
1919 
Name of Building 
 
Premises for Inglis Tea Merchants 
Status 
 
Standing 
 
Location 
 
510 Adelaide Street (cnr Boundary Street), Brisbane, Qld. 
 
Architect 
 
Chambers and Powell 
 
Builder 
 
Alex Anderson 
 
 
 
 
Notes and References 
 
BCC building register no.3520, 14/1/1919. 
 
  
111 
 
 
 
Year(s) Constructed 
 
1919-20 
Name of Building 
 
West End Free Kindergarten for Creche & Kindergarten Association of 
Queensland 
Status 
 
Standing 
 
Location 
 
34 Corbett Street, West End, Qld. 
Architect 
 
Chambers and Powell 
 
Builder 
 
John Hutchinson 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Notes and References 
 
Daily Standard (Brisbane), 9 March 1920, p.6. 
 
  
112 
 
 
 
Year(s) Constructed 
 
1919-20 
Name of Building 
 
Educational block for Brisbane High School for Girls [Somerville House] 
Status 
 
Standing 
 
Location 
 
253 Vulture Street, South Brisbane, Qld. 
 
Architect 
 
Chambers and Powell 
 
Builder 
 
Andrew Lind 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Notes and References 
 
Daily Mail (Brisbane), 2 September 1920, p.5. 
Phyllis G. Freeman, ed., History of Somerville House (Brisbane High School for Girls), 1899-1949 
(Brisbane: Smith & Paterson, 1949). 
 
 
113 
 
 
 
Year(s) Constructed 
 
1919 
Name of Building 
 
Warehouse for Samuel Allen & Sons 
Status 
 
Standing 
 
Location 
 
124 Albert Street (cnr Charlotte Street), Brisbane, Qld. 
 
Architect 
 
Chambers and Powell 
 
Builder 
 
G.A. Baumber 
 
 
 
 
 
Notes and References 
 
BCC building register no.3649, 14/8/1919. 
BCC building register no.5095, 3/3/1924 [additional storey]. 
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Year(s) Constructed 
 
1919-20 
Name of Building 
 
Extensions to Morningside Methodist Church 
Status 
 
Standing 
 
Location 
 
43 Thynne Road, Morningside, Qld. 
 
Architect 
 
Chambers and Powell 
 
Builder 
 
Ernest Taylor 
 
 
 
 
Notes and References 
 
Denise A. Austin, From Pasture to Pastorate: The History of Morningside Uniting Church, 1902-2002 
(Morningside, Qld: Morningside Uniting Church, 2002). 
The extensions mainly comprised the transepts, one of which can be seen in the middle of the above 
photo. The hall to the left was added in 1933 (but apparently not designed by Powell). 
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Year(s) Constructed 
 
1920 
Name of Building 
 
Residence for Otto Sandel 
Status 
 
Standing 
 
Location 
 
30 Windermere Road, Hamilton, Qld. 
Architect 
 
Lange L. Powell 
 
Builder 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Notes and References 
 
Brisbane Courier, 3 September 1921, p.8 [sale notice, with description]. 
Plans in University of Queensland Fryer Library, UQFL226, job no.7. 
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Year(s) Constructed 
 
1920 
Name of Building 
 
Residence for Robert J. Morris 
Status 
 
Demolished 
 
Location 
 
23 Windsor Road (cnr Prospect Terrace), Red Hill, Qld. 
Architect 
 
Lange L. Powell 
 
Builder 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Notes and References 
 
Telegraph (Brisbane), 3 March 1920, second edition, p.1 [tender notice] 
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Year(s) Constructed 
 
1921-22 
Name of Building 
 
St Martin's War Memorial Hospital 
Status 
 
Standing 
 
Location 
 
373 Ann Street, Brisbane, Qld. 
Architect 
 
Lange L. Powell 
 
Builder 
 
Thomas Keenan 
 
 
 
   
 
Notes and References 
 
BCC building register no.4092, 3/2/1921. 
Brisbane Courier, 21 November 1922, p.6. 
David Hunter, "St Martin's Hospital," in Historic Public Buildings of Australia, ed. Australian Council 
of National Trusts (North Melbourne: Cassell Australia, 1971): 300-5. 
Valerie Donovan, St Martin's Hospital: A History (Brisbane: Boolarong Press, 1995). 
Plans in University of Queensland Fryer Library, UQFL226, job no.8. 
118 
 
 
 
Year(s) Constructed 
 
1921 
Name of Building 
 
Remodelled premises for Leslie Tooth Home for Orphans and Aged, for the 
Independent Order of Oddfellows 
Status 
 
Standing 
 
Location 
 
60 Gordon Parade, Manly, Qld. 
Architect 
 
Lange L. Powell 
 
Builder 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Notes and References 
 
Daily Mail (Brisbane), 22 August 1921, p.7. 
 
  
119 
 
 
 
Year(s) Constructed 
 
1922 
Name of Building 
 
William Powell Home for Discharged Prisoners 
Status 
 
Demolished 
 
Location 
 
Kuraby, Qld. 
Architect 
 
Lange L. Powell 
 
Builder 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Notes and References 
 
Daily Standard (Brisbane), 20 November 1922, p.3. 
 
  
120 
 
 
 
Year(s) Constructed 
 
1922 
Name of Building 
 
Alterations to residence for John McCallum 
Status 
 
Standing 
 
Location 
 
154 Flinders Parade, Sandgate, Qld. 
Architect 
 
Lange L. Powell 
 
Builder 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Notes and References 
 
Brisbane Courier, 24 June 1925, p.12 [sale notice, with description]. 
 
  
121 
 
 
 
Year(s) Constructed 
 
1922-23 
Name of Building 
 
Commercial Bank of Australia 
Status 
 
Demolished 
 
Location 
 
Lake Street (between Shields & Spence Streets), Cairns, Qld.  
 
Architect 
 
Lange L. Powell; supervised by Richard Hill 
 
Builder 
 
T. Winkworth 
 
    
 
 
Notes and References 
 
Cairns Post, 22 January 1923, p.4. 
 
  
122 
 
 
 
Year(s) Constructed 
 
Designed 1923 
Name of Building 
 
Country club at Redcliffe 
Status 
 
Not built 
 
Location 
 
Redcliffe, Qld. 
Architect 
 
Powell and Hutton 
 
Builder 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Notes and References 
 
Brisbane Courier, 25 May 1923, p.12. 
 
  
123 
 
 
 
Year(s) Constructed 
 
1923-24 
Name of Building 
 
Alterations to premises for National Bank of Australasia 
Status 
 
Demolished 
 
Location 
 
cnr Denham & East Streets, Rockhampton, Qld. 
Architect 
 
Powell and Hutton 
 
Builder 
 
Forsyth and Speering 
 
 
 
 
Notes and References 
 
Morning Bulletin (Rockhampton), 30 August 1923, p.8. 
 
  
124 
 
 
 
Year(s) Constructed 
 
1923 
Name of Building 
 
Bulk store for R. Jackson Ltd 
Status 
 
Standing 
 
Location 
 
76 Brunswick Street (cnr Water Street), Fortitude Valley, Qld. 
Architect 
 
Powell and Hutton 
 
Builder 
 
Casey, Ryan and Stansfield 
 
 
 
 
Notes and References 
 
BCC building register no.4726, 10/5/1923. 
Daily Mail (Brisbane), 5 June 1923, p.5. 
 
  
125 
 
 
 
Year(s) Constructed 
 
1923-24 
Name of Building 
 
Empire Chambers 
Status 
 
Demolished 
 
Location 
 
9 Wharf Street (cnr Queen Street), Brisbane, Qld. 
Architect 
 
Powell and Hutton 
 
Builder 
 
Henry Roberts 
 
 
 
 
Notes and References 
 
BCC building register no.4708, 5/4/1923. 
Daily Mail (Brisbane), 5 February 1924, p.11. 
Extension of a two-storey building erected in 1898 and designed by Robin S. Dods. 
 
  
126 
 
 
 
Year(s) Constructed 
 
1923 
Name of Building 
 
National Bank of Australasia 
Status 
 
Altered 
 
Location 
 
143 Eighth Avenue (cnr Tenth Street), Home Hill, Qld. 
Architect 
 
Powell and Hutton 
 
Builder 
 
T. Maddison 
 
 
 
 
Notes and References 
 
Townsville Daily Bulletin, 21 December 1922, p.6. 
This building was significantly remodelled in 1932 (see below). 
 
  
127 
 
 
 
Year(s) Constructed 
 
1923 
Name of Building 
 
Reconstruction of Rivoli Theatre 
Status 
 
Standing 
 
Location 
 
572 Brunswick Street (cnr Kent Street), New Farm, Qld. 
Architect 
 
Powell and Hutton 
 
Builder 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Notes and References 
 
Brisbane Courier, 27 January 1923, p.2 [tender notice] 
 
  
128 
 
 
 
Year(s) Constructed 
 
1923-24 
Name of Building 
 
Premises for Austral Motors 
Status 
 
Standing 
 
Location 
 
95 Boundary Street (cnr Dodge Lane), Fortitude Valley, Qld. 
Architect 
 
Powell and Hutton 
 
Builder 
 
Blair Cunningham 
 
 
 
 
 
Notes and References 
 
BCC building register no.4858, 10/8/1923. 
The Queenslander, 11 August 1923, p.8. 
Building (Sydney), 12 February 1924, p.144. 
 
  
129 
 
 
 
Year(s) Constructed 
 
1923-24 
Name of Building 
 
Griffith House 
Status 
 
Demolished 
 
Location 
 
309 Queen Street, Brisbane, Qld. 
Architect 
 
Lange L. Powell 
 
Builder 
 
Alex Anderson 
 
   
 
 
Notes and References 
 
BCC building register no.4967, 1/11/1923. 
Architectural and Building Journal of Queensland, 8 October 1923, p.24, 47-48. 
Plans in University of Queensland Fryer Library, UQFL226, job no.10. 
Later the City Mutual Life Assurance Building. 
 
  
130 
 
 
 
Year(s) Constructed 
 
1924 
Name of Building 
 
Additions to National Bank of Australasia 
Status 
 
Demolished 
 
Location 
 
25 Maryland Street, Stanthorpe, Qld. 
Architect 
 
Lange L. Powell 
 
Builder 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Notes and References 
 
Brisbane Courier, 11 March 1925, p.3. 
 
  
131 
 
 
 
Year(s) Constructed 
 
1924 
Name of Building 
 
Residence for Mrs Austin Lennon 
Status 
 
Standing 
 
Location 
 
28 Kitchener Road, Ascot, Qld. 
Architect 
 
Lange L. Powell 
 
Builder 
 
J.H. Watson 
 
 
 
 
 
Notes and References 
 
Plans in University of Queensland Fryer Library, UQFL228, shelf no.435. 
 
132 
 
 
 
Year(s) Constructed 
 
1924-25 
Name of Building 
 
National Bank of Australasia 
Status 
 
Demolished 
 
Location 
 
139-141 Wickham Street (cnr Gipps Street), Fortitude Valley, Qld. 
Architect 
 
Lange L. Powell 
 
Builder 
 
John Hutchinson 
 
 
 
 
Notes and References 
 
BCC building register no.5172, 19/5/1924. 
BCC building register no.5319, 28/10/1924 [third storey]. 
Daily Mail (Brisbane), 2 December 1924, p.14. 
Plans in University of Queensland Fryer Library, UQFL226, job no.11. 
 
  
133 
 
 
 
Year(s) Constructed 
 
1924-25 
Name of Building 
 
Residence for Lange L. Powell 
Status 
 
Standing 
 
Location 
 
48-50 Eldernell Terrace, Hamilton, Qld. 
Architect 
 
Lange L. Powell 
 
Builder 
 
S.T. Stansfield 
 
 
 
 
Notes and References 
 
Architectural and Building Journal of Queensland, 10 June 1926, p.62-64. 
 
  
134 
 
 
 
Year(s) Constructed 
 
1924-25 
Name of Building 
 
Ballow Chambers 
Status 
 
Standing 
 
Location 
 
121 Wickham Terrace, Spring Hill, Qld. 
Architect 
 
Lange L. Powell 
 
Builder 
 
John Hutchinson 
 
 
 
 
 
Notes and References 
 
BCC building register no.5256, 19/7/1924. 
Daily Mail (Brisbane), 2 December 1924, p.14. 
Extended in 1926. 
 
135 
 
 
 
Year(s) Constructed 
 
1924 
Name of Building 
 
Workshop for E.G. Eager & Son 
Status 
 
Demolished 
 
Location 
 
Evelyn Street, Newstead, Qld. 
Architect 
 
Lange L. Powell 
 
Builder 
 
John Hutchinson 
 
 
 
 
Notes and References 
 
BCC building register no.5290, 1/9/1924. 
 
  
136 
 
 
 
Year(s) Constructed 
 
1924 
Name of Building 
 
Commercial Bank of Australia 
Status 
 
Demolished 
 
Location 
 
412 Flinders Street, Townsville, Qld. 
Architect 
 
Lange L. Powell; supervised by W. Hunt 
 
Builder 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Notes and References 
 
Townsville Daily Bulletin, 5 May 1924, p.4. 
 
  
137 
 
 
 
Year(s) Constructed 
 
1924-25 
Name of Building 
 
Commercial Bank of Australia 
Status 
 
Demolished 
 
Location 
 
Currie Street, Nambour, Qld. 
Architect 
 
Lange L. Powell 
 
Builder 
 
A. Stonadge & Son 
 
 
 
 
Notes and References 
 
Daily Mail (Brisbane), 16 September 1924, p.14. 
 
  
138 
 
 
 
Year(s) Constructed 
 
1924-25 
Name of Building 
 
Remodelling of Centennial Hall 
Status 
 
Demolished 
 
Location 
 
Adelaide Street (opposite Brisbane Arcade), Brisbane, Qld. 
Architect 
 
Lange L. Powell 
 
Builder 
 
Alex Anderson 
 
 
 
 
Notes and References 
 
BCC building register no.5313, 29/8/1924. 
Daily Mail (Brisbane), 2 September 1924, p.14. 
 
  
139 
 
 
 
Year(s) Constructed 
 
1924-25 
Name of Building 
 
National Bank of Australasia 
Status 
 
Demolished 
 
Location 
 
Rankin Street, Innisfail, Qld. 
Architect 
 
Lange L. Powell; supervised by Richard Hill 
 
Builder 
 
Van Leeuwen Bros 
 
 
 
Notes and References 
 
Townsville Daily Bulletin, 19 October 1925, p.6. 
 
140 
 
 
 
Year(s) Constructed 
 
1924 
Name of Building 
 
Commercial Bank of Australia 
Status 
 
Standing 
 
Location 
 
cnr Commercial Road & Wharf Street, Murwillumbah, NSW 
Architect 
 
Lange L. Powell 
 
Builder 
 
Lewis & Tyler 
 
 
 
 
Notes and References 
 
Tweed Daily, 4 June 1924, p.2. 
 
  
141 
 
 
 
Year(s) Constructed 
 
1924-25 
Name of Building 
 
National Bank of Australasia 
Status 
 
Demolished 
 
Location 
 
cnr Barolin & Bourbong Streets, Bundaberg, Qld. 
Architect 
 
Lange L. Powell 
 
Builder 
 
S.T. Stansfield 
 
 
 
 
Notes and References 
 
Bundaberg Mail, 23 April 1924, p.4. 
 
  
142 
 
 
 
Year(s) Constructed 
 
1924-25 
Name of Building 
 
Dispensary for Abraham Martin 
Status 
 
Standing 
 
Location 
 
102 Mary Street, Brisbane, Qld. 
Architect 
 
Lange L. Powell 
 
Builder 
 
Alex Anderson 
 
 
 
 
Notes and References 
 
BCC building register no.5381, 20/11/1924. 
 
  
143 
 
 
 
Year(s) Constructed 
 
1925 
Name of Building 
 
Alterations and additions to premises for National Bank of Australasia 
Status 
 
Demolished 
 
Location 
 
112 Brisbane Street, Ipswich, Qld. 
Architect 
 
Lange L. Powell; supervised by Henry N.C. 
Wyman 
 
Builder 
 
A. Stonadge and Son 
 
 
 
 
Notes and References 
 
Queensland Times, 18 November 1925, p.5. 
 
  
144 
 
 
 
Year(s) Constructed 
 
1925-26 
Name of Building 
 
National Bank of Australasia 
Status 
 
Standing 
 
Location 
 
21 Spence Street (cnr Lake Street), Cairns, Qld. 
Architect 
 
Lange L. Powell; supervised by Richard Hill 
 
Builder 
 
Lanham, Deacon and Watkins 
 
 
 
 
Notes and References 
 
Cairns Post, 20 February 1925, p.4. 
Cairns Post, 26 March 1926, p.4. 
 
  
145 
 
 
 
Year(s) Constructed 
 
1925-26 
Name of Building 
 
Holy Trinity Anglican Church 
Status 
 
Standing 
 
Location 
 
39 Gordon Street, Mackay, Qld. 
Architect 
 
Lange L. Powell 
 
Builder 
 
S.T. Stansfield 
 
 
 
 
 
Notes and References 
Daily Mercury (Mackay), 10 December 1926, p.4. 
Architectural and Building Journal of Queensland, 7 January 1924, p.29. 
Plans in University of Queensland Fryer Library, UQFL226, job no.12. 
146 
 
 
 
Year(s) Constructed 
 
1925 
Name of Building 
 
Remodelling premises of Mackay Ward Motor Company 
Status 
 
Standing 
 
Location 
 
374-378 Wickham Street (cnr Bridge Street), Fortitude Valley, Qld. 
Architect 
 
Lange L. Powell 
 
Builder 
 
Heslewood, Lewis and Phillips 
 
 
 
 
Notes and References 
 
BCC building register no.5608, 15/9/1925. 
Daily Mail (Brisbane), 17 September 1925, p.14. 
 
  
147 
 
 
 
Year(s) Constructed 
 
1925-26 
Name of Building 
 
Alterations and additions to premises for Commercial Bank of Australia 
Status 
 
Demolished 
 
Location 
 
Nicholas Street (north of Brisbane Street), Ipswich, Qld. 
Architect 
 
Lange L. Powell; supervised by George 
Brockwell Gill 
 
Builder 
 
Hastie and Halliwell 
 
 
 
 
Notes and References 
 
Daily Mail (Brisbane), 16 March 1926, p.16. 
Queensland Times, 25 March 1926, p.4. 
 
148 
 
 
 
Year(s) Constructed 
 
Designed 1925 
Name of Building 
 
Parking station for Central Parking Stations Ltd 
Status 
 
Not built 
 
Location 
 
Ann Street (next to St Andrew's Church), Brisbane, Qld. 
Architect 
 
Lange L. Powell 
 
Builder 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Notes and References 
 
Telegraph (Brisbane), 25 August 1925, city edition, p.11. 
 
  
149 
 
 
 
Year(s) Constructed 
 
1925 
Name of Building 
 
Bundaberg Associated Friendly Societies' Dispensary 
Status 
 
Standing 
 
Location 
 
174 Bourbong Street, Bundaberg, Qld. 
Architect 
 
Lange L. Powell 
 
Builder 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Notes and References 
 
Bundaberg Mail, 4 December 1924, p.4. 
 
  
150 
 
 
 
Year(s) Constructed 
 
Designed about 1925 
Name of Building 
 
New premises for Queensland Insurance Company 
Status 
 
Not built 
 
Location 
 
cnr Queen & Eagle Streets, Brisbane 
Architect 
 
Lange L. Powell 
 
Builder 
 
 
 
 
 
Notes and References 
 
Brisbane Courier, 5 January 1926, p.6. 
Architectural and Building Journal of Queensland, 10 March 1926, p.46. 
 
151 
 
 
 
Year(s) Constructed 
 
1926-27 
Name of Building 
 
Tattersall's Hotel 
Status 
 
Destroyed by fire 
 
Location 
 
cnr Shamrock & Short Streets, Blackall, Qld. 
Architect 
 
Lange L. Powell 
 
Builder 
 
Charles O. Gough 
 
 
 
 
Notes and References 
 
Morning Bulletin (Rockhampton), 5 November 1925, p.5. 
Building (Sydney), 12 December 1927, p.153. 
 
  
152 
 
 
 
Year(s) Constructed 
 
1926 
Name of Building 
 
Brisbane Ford Sales and Service 
Status 
 
Standing 
 
Location 
 
324 Wickham Street, Fortitude Valley, Qld. 
Architect 
 
Lange L. Powell 
 
Builder 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Notes and References 
 
Daily Mail (Brisbane), 20 January 1926, p.13. 
Telegraph (Brisbane), 21 April 1926, five o'clock edition, p.13. 
 
153 
 
 
 
Year(s) Constructed 
 
1926 
Name of Building 
 
Residence for Commercial Bank of Australia 
Status 
 
Standing 
 
Location 
 
15 Armstrong Street, Hermit Park, Qld. 
Architect 
 
Lange L. Powell; supervised by Walter Hunt 
 
Builder 
 
Arthur Reid 
 
 
 
 
Notes and References 
 
Townsville Daily Bulletin, 16 July 1926, p.4. 
 
  
154 
 
 
 
Year(s) Constructed 
 
1926-27 
Name of Building 
 
Residence for William J. Collin 
Status 
 
Demolished 
 
Location 
 
Oxlade Drive (near cnr Brunswick Street), New Farm, Qld. 
Architect 
 
Lange L. Powell 
 
Builder 
 
S.T. Stansfield 
 
 
 
 
Notes and References 
 
BCC building register no.10248, 24/11/1926. 
Brisbane Courier, 15 September 1932, p.8. 
 
  
155 
 
 
 
Year(s) Constructed 
 
1926-27 
Name of Building 
 
Premises for B.C. Brett 
Status 
 
Demolished 
 
Location 
 
Grey Street (near cnr Glenelg Street), South Brisbane, Qld. 
Architect 
 
Lange L. Powell 
 
Builder 
 
Ernest Taylor 
 
 
 
 
Notes and References 
 
BCC building register no.10205, 15/10/1926. 
 
  
156 
 
 
 
Year(s) Constructed 
 
1926-28 
Name of Building 
 
Royal Exchange Assurance Corporation Building 
Status 
 
Demolished 
 
Location 
 
74-76 Eagle Street, Brisbane, Qld. 
Architect 
 
Joseph A. Kethel, with Lange L. Powell 
 
Builder 
 
C.T. Hall and Sons 
 
 
 
Notes and References 
 
Brisbane Courier, 6 April 1926, p.15. 
Brisbane Courier, 5 July 1927, p.9. 
 
157 
 
 
 
Year(s) Constructed 
 
1927 
Name of Building 
 
Factory for Robert Harper & Co. 
Status 
 
Demolished 
 
Location 
 
Albert Street (near cnr Mary Street), Brisbane, Qld. 
Architect 
 
Lange L. Powell 
 
Builder 
 
Green & Sons 
 
 
 
 
Notes and References 
 
BCC building register no.12584, 3/5/1927. 
Brisbane Courier, 1 November 1927, p.9. 
 
  
158 
 
 
 
Year(s) Constructed 
 
1927 
Name of Building 
 
Alterations and additions to premises for Commercial Bank of Australia 
Status 
 
Demolished 
 
Location 
 
High Street, Boonah, Qld. 
Architect 
 
Lange L. Powell 
 
Builder 
 
S.M. Cook 
 
    
 
 
Notes and References 
 
Brisbane Courier, 22 February 1927, p.6 [outcome of tender] 
  
159 
 
 
 
Year(s) Constructed 
 
1927 
Name of Building 
 
Residence for Dr Andrew P. Crawford 
Status 
 
Standing 
 
Location 
 
17 Peary Street, Northgate, Qld. 
Architect 
 
Lange L. Powell 
 
Builder 
 
E.W. Gregory 
 
 
 
 
 
Notes and References 
 
BCC building register no.12492, 3/5/1927. 
  
160 
 
 
 
Year(s) Constructed 
 
1927 
Name of Building 
 
Tibrogargan Masonic Lodge 
Status 
 
Demolished 
 
Location 
 
Peachester Road, Beerwah, Qld. 
Architect 
 
Lange L. Powell 
 
Builder 
 
J.B. Cramb 
 
 
 
 
Notes and References 
 
Brisbane Courier, 17 October 1927, p.23. 
 
  
161 
 
 
 
Year(s) Constructed 
 
1927 
Name of Building 
 
Residence for Frederick W. Buckham 
Status 
 
Demolished 
 
Location 
 
12 Verry Street, Coorparoo, Qld. 
Architect 
 
Lange L. Powell 
 
Builder 
 
T.F. Woollam 
 
 
 
 
 
Notes and References 
 
BCC building register no.14343, 12/10/1927. 
Plans in State Library of Queensland, John Oxley Library, collection 29105. 
  
162 
 
 
 
Year(s) Constructed 
 
1927 
Name of Building 
 
Alterations to premises for National Bank of Australasia 
Status 
 
Demolished 
 
Location 
 
580 Stanley Street, Woolloongabba, Qld. 
Architect 
 
Lange L. Powell 
 
Builder 
 
Ernest Taylor 
 
 
 
 
Notes and References 
 
BCC building register no.13082, 1/7/1927. 
 
  
163 
 
 
 
Year(s) Constructed 
 
1927-28 
Name of Building 
 
Warehouse for Henry Berry & Co. 
Status 
 
Demolished 
 
Location 
 
385-391 Adelaide Street, Brisbane, Qld. 
Architect 
 
Lange L. Powell; supervised by F. Bruce Lucas 
 
Builder 
 
A. Stonadge & Son 
 
 
 
 
Notes and References 
 
BCC building register no.14087, 18/10/1927. 
Brisbane Courier, 27 November 1928, p.19. 
 
  
164 
 
 
 
Year(s) Constructed 
 
1927-28 
Name of Building 
 
Additions and alterations to Savoy Picture Theatre 
Status 
 
Demolished 
 
Location 
 
Sandgate Road, Clayfield, Qld. 
Architect 
 
Lange L. Powell 
 
Builder 
 
Alex Anderson 
 
 
 
 
 
Notes and References 
 
BCC building register no.14222, 10/9/1927. 
Brisbane Courier, 20 June 1928, p.6. 
165 
 
 
 
Year(s) Constructed 
 
1927-28 
Name of Building 
 
New building for St Margaret's School 
Status 
 
Standing 
 
Location 
 
11 Petrie Street, Ascot, Qld. 
Architect 
 
Lange L. Powell 
 
Builder 
 
A. Stonadge & Son 
 
 
 
 
Notes and References 
 
BCC building register no.15102, 8/2/1928. 
The Queenslander, 18 October 1928, p.40 & 48. 
Sheila Geise and Margot Laurie, Per Volar Sunata: 101 Years at St Margaret's School, 1895-1996 
(Moorooka, Qld: Boolarong Press, 1997). 
166 
 
 
 
Year(s) Constructed 
 
1927-28 
Name of Building 
 
City Congregational Church Hall 
Status 
 
Demolished 
 
Location 
 
409 Adelaide Street, Brisbane, Qld. 
Architect 
 
Lange L. Powell 
 
Builder 
 
A. Stonadge & Sons 
 
 
 
 
 
Notes and References 
BCC building register no.11726, 8/3/1927. 
Architectural and Building Journal of Queensland, 10 February 1927, p.64 & 66. 
Telegraph (Brisbane), 2 May 1927, p.14. 
Brisbane Courier, 16 January 1928, p.20. 
The right-hand side of the section shows the church at the rear (not built). 
 
167 
 
 
Year(s) Constructed 
 
1927-28 
Name of Building 
 
National Bank of Australasia 
Status 
 
Demolished 
 
Location 
 
3 Butler Street, Tully, Qld. 
Architect 
 
Atkinson, Powell and Conrad 
 
Builder 
 
A.J. Cummings 
 
 
 
 
Notes and References 
 
Architectural and Building Journal of Queensland, 10 August 1928, p.73. 
 
  
168 
 
 
 
Year(s) Constructed 
 
1928 
Name of Building 
 
National Bank of Australasia 
Status 
 
Standing 
 
Location 
 
41 Bell Street, Kumbia, Qld. 
Architect 
 
Atkinson, Powell and Conrad 
 
Builder 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Notes and References 
 
 Brisbane Courier, 28 August 1928, p.19 [tender notice]  
169 
 
 
 
Year(s) Constructed 
 
1928-30 
Name of Building 
 
Block 2, Brisbane General Hospital 
Status 
 
Demolished 
 
Location 
 
Bowen Bridge Road, Herston, Qld. 
Architect 
 
Atkinson, Powell and Conrad 
 
Builder 
 
Walter Taylor 
 
    
 
 
Notes and References 
 
BCC building register no.17102, 24/9/1928. 
Brisbane Courier, 2 October 1928, p.7. 
Brisbane Courier, 22 July 1930, p.3. 
Architectural and Building Journal of Queensland, 10 November 1930, p.19-20. 
John H. Tyrer, A History of the Brisbane Hospital and its Affiliates (Brisbane: Boolarong Press, 1993). 
The right-hand photo is a rear view, showing the connecting walkways. 
 
 
  
170 
 
 
 
Year(s) Constructed 
 
1928 
Name of Building 
 
National Bank of Australasia 
Status 
 
Demolished 
 
Location 
 
2 William Street (cnr Anzac Avenue), Grantham, Qld. 
Architect 
 
Atkinson, Powell and Conrad 
 
Builder 
 
W.J.B. Hood 
 
   
 
 
Notes and References 
 
Plans in University of Queensland Fryer Library, UQFL226, job no.13. 
 
  
171 
 
 
 
Year(s) Constructed 
 
1928 
Name of Building 
 
Alterations to premises for National Bank of Australasia 
Status 
 
Demolished 
 
Location 
 
cnr George & Roma Streets, Brisbane, Qld. 
Architect 
 
Atkinson, Powell and Conrad 
 
Builder 
 
John Hutchinson 
 
 
 
 
Notes and References 
 
BCC building register no.14754, 11/1/1928. 
 
  
172 
 
 
 
Year(s) Constructed 
 
1928 
Name of Building 
 
Alterations to premises for Woolworths Ltd 
Status 
 
Demolished 
 
Location 
 
174 Queen Street, Brisbane, Qld. 
Architect 
 
Atkinson, Powell and Conrad 
 
Builder 
 
A. Stonadge & Son 
 
 
 
Notes and References 
 
BCC building register no.15709, 27/4/1928. 
Telegraph (Brisbane), 19 June 1928, p.2. 
Truth (Brisbane), 23 February 1930, p.1. 
Extended through to Adelaide Street in 1930. 
173 
 
 
 
Year(s) Constructed 
 
1928 
Name of Building 
 
St Paul's Anglican Church 
Status 
 
Standing 
 
Location 
 
72 Cork Street, Winton, Qld. 
Architect 
 
Atkinson, Powell and Conrad 
 
Builder 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Notes and References 
 
The Capricornian, 11 October 1928, p.56. 
 
  
174 
 
 
 
Year(s) Constructed 
 
1928-29 
Name of Building 
 
Classroom block for Slade School 
Status 
 
Standing 
 
Location 
 
70 Horsman Road, Warwick, Qld. 
Architect 
 
Atkinson, Powell and Conrad 
 
Builder 
 
F. Forsyth 
 
 
 
 
 
Notes and References 
 
Warwick Daily News, 24 July 1928, p.3. 
The Queenslander, 21 February 1929, p.25. 
175 
 
 
 
Year(s) Constructed 
 
1928-30 
Name of Building 
 
Brisbane Masonic Temple 
Status 
 
Standing 
 
Location 
 
311 Ann Street (cnr Hutton Lane), Brisbane, Qld. 
Architect 
 
Lange L. Powell 
 
Builder 
 
George A. Stronach & Son 
 
 
 
 
 
Notes and References 
 
BCC building register no.15898, 9/5/1928. 
Architectural and Building Journal of Queensland, 10 October 1930, p.36-41. 
Brisbane Courier, 5 December 1930, p.13. 
Architectural and Building Journal of Queensland, 12 January 1931, p.12-19. 
Building (Sydney), 12 February 1931, p.66-68. 
176 
 
 
 
Year(s) Constructed 
 
1929 
Name of Building 
 
Alterations to premises of Young Women's Christian Association 
Status 
 
Demolished 
 
Location 
 
278 Adelaide Street, Brisbane, Qld. 
Architect 
 
Atkinson, Powell and Conrad 
 
Builder 
 
John Hutchinson 
 
    
 
 
Notes and References 
 
BCC building register no.18097, 1/2/1929 [cafeteria and shop]. 
BCC building register no.18522, 5/4/1929 [offices]. 
Telegraph (Brisbane), 24 June 1929,  p.14. 
 
  
177 
 
 
 
Year(s) Constructed 
 
1929-30 
Name of Building 
 
Alterations to premises for National Bank of Australasia 
Status 
 
Demolished 
 
Location 
 
Palmerin Street, Warwick, Qld. 
Architect 
 
Atkinson, Powell and Conrad 
 
Builder 
 
J. McArthur 
 
 
 
 
Notes and References 
 
Warwick Daily News, 22 January 1930, p.4. 
 
  
178 
 
 
 
Year(s) Constructed 
 
1929 
Name of Building 
 
Extensions to premises of Ward Motors 
Status 
 
Standing 
 
Location 
 
358 Wickham Street (cnr Constance Street), Fortitude Valley, Qld. 
Architect 
 
Atkinson, Powell and Conrad 
 
Builder 
 
A. Stonadge & Son 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Notes and References 
 
Brisbane Courier, 11 June 1929, p.3. 
 
  
179 
 
 
 
Year(s) Constructed 
 
1929-30 
Name of Building 
 
Eton Private Hotel (for the Anglican Diocese of Brisbane) 
Status 
 
Demolished 
 
Location 
 
cnr Wharf & Adelaide Streets, Brisbane, Qld. 
Architect 
 
Atkinson, Powell and Conrad 
 
Builder 
 
John Hutchinson 
 
 
 
 
Notes and References 
 
BCC building register no.18939, 31/5/1929. 
Brisbane Courier, 16 September 1930, p.3. 
Architectural and Building Journal of Queensland, 10 September 1930, p.28-29. 
180 
 
 
 
Year(s) Constructed 
 
1929-30 
Name of Building 
 
Business premises and warehouse for Queensland Pastoral Supplies Ltd 
Status 
 
Demolished 
 
Location 
 
Bowen Street, Spring Hill, Qld. 
Architect 
 
Atkinson, Powell and Conrad 
 
Builder 
 
George Heaven 
 
 
 
 
 
Notes and References 
 
BCC building register no.19014, 8/6/1929. 
Queensland Times, 23 August 1930, p.12. 
 
  
181 
 
 
 
Year(s) Constructed 
 
1929 
Name of Building 
 
National Bank of Australasia 
Status 
 
Standing 
 
Location 
 
5 Boonara Street, Goomeri, Qld. 
Architect 
 
Atkinson, Powell and Conrad 
 
Builder 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Notes and References 
 
Maryborough Chronicle, 16 November 1929, p.6. 
 
  
182 
 
 
 
Year(s) Constructed 
 
1930 
Name of Building 
 
Commercial Bank of Australia 
Status 
 
Demolished 
 
Location 
 
Burke Street, Julia Creek, Qld. 
Architect 
 
Atkinson, Powell and Conrad 
 
Builder 
 
E. Murray 
 
 
 
 
Notes and References 
 
Townsville Daily Bulletin, 15 April 1930, p.5. 
 
  
183 
 
 
 
Year(s) Constructed 
 
1930 
Name of Building 
 
Residence for George A. Stronach 
Status 
 
Standing 
 
Location 
 
1A Eldernell Terrace, Hamilton, Qld. 
Architect 
 
Lange L. Powell 
 
Builder 
 
G.A. Stronach 
 
 
 
   
 
 
Notes and References 
 
BCC building register no.20819, 11/2/1930. 
Brisbane Courier, 11 August 1932, p.19. 
Sunday Mail (Brisbane), 20 August 1933, p.17. 
 
  
184 
 
 
 
Year(s) Constructed 
 
Designed 1930 
Name of Building 
 
National Bank of Australasia 
Status 
 
Not built 
 
Location 
 
Ayr, Qld. 
Architect 
 
Atkinson, Powell and Conrad 
 
Builder 
 
 
 
   
 
 
Notes and References 
 
Plans in University of Queensland Fryer Library, UQFL226, job no.14. 
 
  
185 
 
 
 
Year(s) Constructed 
 
1931-32 
Name of Building 
 
Completion of nave of St Andrew's Anglican Church 
Status 
 
Standing 
 
Location 
 
cnr Vulture & Ernest Streets, South Brisbane, Qld. 
Architect 
 
Lange L. Powell 
 
Builder 
 
Horace Sanham 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Notes and References 
 
BCC building register no.23020, 24/9/1931. 
Brisbane Courier, 22 August 1931, p.8. 
Brisbane Courier, 30 October 1931, p.4. 
 
186 
 
 
 
Year(s) Constructed 
 
1931-32 
Name of Building 
 
St Andrew's Presbyterian Church 
Status 
 
Standing 
 
Location 
 
cnr Maryborough and Woongarra Streets, Bundaberg, Qld. 
Architect 
 
Powell and Rae 
 
Builder 
 
Cornelius Johannes Vandenberg 
 
 
 
 
Notes and References 
 
Maryborough Chronicle, 5 September 1932, p.7. 
Plans in University of Queensland Fryer Library, UQFL226, job no.16. 
187 
 
 
 
Year(s) Constructed 
 
1931-32 
Name of Building 
 
Coles Building 
Status 
 
Demolished 
 
Location 
 
166-168 Queen Street, Brisbane, Qld. 
Architect 
 
Powell and Rae 
 
Builder 
 
Marberete Co. Ltd 
 
 
 
Notes and References 
 
BCC building register no.23069, 7/10/1931. 
Brisbane Courier, 23 September 1931, p.12. 
Building (Sydney), 12 February 1932, p.41. 
Telegraph (Brisbane), 9 June 1932, first edition, p.7. 
 
  
188 
 
 
 
Year(s) Constructed 
 
1932 
Name of Building 
 
Residence for Archibald W. Lind 
Status 
 
Standing 
 
Location 
 
4 Bayview Terrace (cnr Rode Road), Wavell Heights, Qld. 
Architect 
 
Powell and Rae 
 
Builder 
 
L.E. Andrews 
 
 
 
   
 
 
Notes and References 
 
BCC building register no.23715, 22/4/1932. 
 
  
189 
 
 
 
Year(s) Constructed 
 
1932-33 
Name of Building 
 
Residence for John G. Brown 
Status 
 
Standing 
 
Location 
 
11 Glindemann Drive (cnr Framont Avenue), Holland Park, Qld. 
Architect 
 
Powell and Rae 
 
Builder 
 
W.H. Morse 
 
 
 
 
Notes and References 
 
BCC building register no.24696, 16/12/1932. 
 
  
190 
 
 
 
Year(s) Constructed 
 
1933 
Name of Building 
 
Art room, St Margaret's School 
Status 
 
Standing 
 
Location 
 
11 Petrie Street, Ascot, Qld. 
Architect 
 
Lange L. Powell 
 
Builder 
 
Ernest Taylor 
 
 
 
 
 
Notes and References 
 
BCC building register no.25533, 11/7/1933. 
Sunday Mail (Brisbane), 10 September 1933, p.14. 
  
191 
 
 
 
Year(s) Constructed 
 
1934-35 
Name of Building 
 
National Bank of Australasia 
Status 
 
Standing 
 
Location 
 
33 Sydney Street, Mackay, Qld. 
Architect 
 
Lange L. Powell 
 
Builder 
 
T.C. Clarke 
 
   
 
 
Notes and References 
 
Morning Bulletin (Rockhampton), 26 May 1934, p.10. 
Daily Mercury (Mackay), 22 September 1934, p.8. 
Plans in University of Queensland Fryer Library, UQFL226, job no.17. 
 
  
192 
 
 
 
Year(s) Constructed 
 
1934-35 
Name of Building 
 
Commercial Bank of Australia 
Status 
 
Standing 
 
Location 
 
61 Haly Street (cnr Scott Street), Wondai, Qld. 
Architect 
 
Lange L. Powell 
 
Builder 
 
L. Casey 
 
 
 
 
Notes and References 
 
Maryborough Chronicle, 3 January 1935, p.2. 
 
  
193 
 
 
 
Year(s) Constructed 
 
1934 
Name of Building 
 
National Bank of Australasia 
Status 
 
Standing 
 
Location 
 
22 High Street, Texas, Qld. 
Architect 
 
Lange L. Powell 
 
Builder 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Notes and References 
 
Courier Mail, 1 June 1934, p.23. 
 
  
194 
 
 
 
Year(s) Constructed 
 
1934-35 
Name of Building 
 
St George's Anglican Church 
Status 
 
Standing 
 
Location 
 
33 Thorne Road, Birkdale, Qld. 
Architect 
 
Lange L. Powell 
 
Builder 
 
John Hutchinson 
 
 
 
 
Notes and References 
 
Courier Mail, 31 October 1934, p.4. 
Courier Mail, 9 March 1935, p.28. 
 Only the sanctuary and the first bays of the nave, as far as the side porch, were erected initially. 
  
195 
 
 
 
Year(s) Constructed 
 
1934-38 
Name of Building 
 
Brisbane Women's Hospital 
Status 
 
Demolished 
 
Location 
 
cnr Bowen Bridge Road & O'Connell Terrace, Herston, Qld. 
Architect 
 
Atkinson and Conrad, with Lange L. Powell 
 
Builder 
 
Queensland Public Works Department 
 
 
 
 
 
Notes and References 
 
Courier Mail, 12 March 1938, p.6. 
Sunday Mail, 20 March 1938, p.35. 
John H. Tyrer, A History of the Brisbane Hospital and its Affiliates (Brisbane: Boolarong Press, 1993). 
 
196 
 
 
 
Year(s) Constructed 
 
1935 
Name of Building 
 
Residence for Reginald T. Foster 
Status 
 
Standing 
 
Location 
 
9 Towers Street, Ascot, Qld. 
Architect 
 
Lange L. Powell 
 
Builder 
 
Robert Dempster 
 
 
 
 
 
Notes and References 
 
Courier Mail, 21 May 1935, p.10. 
197 
 
 
 
Year(s) Constructed 
 
1935-37 
Name of Building 
 
Block 4, Brisbane General Hospital 
Status 
 
Demolished 
 
Location 
 
Bowen Bridge Road, Herston, Qld. 
Architect 
 
Atkinson and Conrad, with Lange L. Powell 
 
Builder 
 
John Hutchinson 
 
 
 
 
Notes and References 
 
Telegraph (Brisbane), 1 August 1936, second edition, p.15. 
Courier Mail, 16 November 1937, p.19. 
 
  
198 
 
 
 
Year(s) Constructed 
 
1935-36 
Name of Building 
 
Nurses' quarters block 1, Brisbane General Hospital 
Status 
 
Demolished 
 
Location 
 
Bowen Bridge Road, Herston, Qld. 
Architect 
 
Atkinson and Conrad, with Lange L. Powell 
 
Builder 
 
John Hutchinson 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Notes and References 
 
Sunday Mail (Brisbane), 5 December 1937, p.46. 
 
  
199 
 
 
 
Year(s) Constructed 
 
1935-36 
Name of Building 
 
All Saints' Anglican Church 
Status 
 
Standing 
 
Location 
 
cnr Capricorn & Daintree Streets, Clermont, Qld. 
Architect 
 
Lange L. Powell 
 
Builder 
 
W.H. O'Brien 
 
 
 
 
Notes and References 
 
Central Queensland Herald, 16 June 1938, p.63. 
 
  
200 
 
 
 
Year(s) Constructed 
 
1935-36 
Name of Building 
 
National Bank of Australasia 
Status 
 
Demolished 
 
Location 
 
15 Campbell Street, Millmerran, Qld. 
Architect 
 
Lange L. Powell 
 
Builder 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Notes and References 
 
Courier Mail, 24 July 1935, p.1 [tender notice] 
 
  
201 
 
 
 
Year(s) Constructed 
 
1935-36 
Name of Building 
 
National Bank of Australasia 
Status 
 
Standing 
 
Location 
 
11 Mill Street, Mossman, Qld. 
Architect 
 
Lange L. Powell 
 
Builder 
 
Arthur E. Zillfleisch and Tom Booth 
 
 
 
 
Notes and References 
 
Courier Mail, 10 December 1935, p.5. 
Courier Mail, 24 December 1935, p.6. 
 
  
202 
 
 
 
Year(s) Constructed 
 
1935-36 
Name of Building 
 
National Bank of Australasia 
Status 
 
Standing 
 
Location 
 
130 Queen Street, Ayr, Qld. 
Architect 
 
Lange L. Powell 
 
Builder 
 
T.C. Clarke 
 
 
 
 
Notes and References 
 
Townsville Daily Bulletin, 3 October 1935, p.8. 
Plans in University of Queensland Fryer Library, UQFL226, job no.18. 
 
  
203 
 
 
 
Year(s) Constructed 
 
1935-38 
Name of Building 
 
Remodelling of Old Town Hall 
Status 
 
Demolished 
 
Location 
 
Queen Street (west side, between George & Albert Streets), Brisbane, Qld. 
Architect 
 
Lange L. Powell 
 
Builder 
 
Horace Sanham; later John Hutchinson 
 
 
 
 
Notes and References 
 
Telegraph (Brisbane), 19 June 1937, second edition, p.11. 
Truth (Brisbane), 11 September 1938, p.28-29. 
 
  
204 
 
 
 
Year(s) Constructed 
 
1936 
Name of Building 
 
Music rooms for St Margaret's School 
Status 
 
Standing 
 
Location 
 
11 Petrie Street, Ascot, Qld. 
Architect 
 
Lange L. Powell 
 
Builder 
 
Blair Cunningham 
 
 
 
 
 
Notes and References 
 
Courier Mail, 14 March 1936, p.25. 
 
  
205 
 
 
 
Year(s) Constructed 
 
1936 
Name of Building 
 
Remodelled premises of National Bank of Australasia 
Status 
 
Demolished 
 
Location 
 
Atherton, Qld. 
Architect 
 
Lange L. Powell; supervised by V.M. Brown 
 
Builder 
 
V. Doyle 
 
 
 
 
Notes and References 
 
Townsville Daily Bulletin, 29 October 1936, p.6.  
 
  
206 
 
 
 
Year(s) Constructed 
 
1936-38 
Name of Building 
 
Remodelling of His Majesty's Hotel 
Status 
 
Demolished 
 
Location 
 
195 Queen Street, Brisbane, Qld. 
Architect 
 
Lange L. Powell 
 
Builder 
 
J.D. MacDonald 
 
 
 
 
Notes and References 
 
Courier Mail, 15 December 1936, p.20. 
Truth (Brisbane), 13 November 1938, p.36. 
 
  
207 
 
 
 
Year(s) Constructed 
 
1936-38 
Name of Building 
 
Block 3, Brisbane General Hospital 
Status 
 
Demolished 
 
Location 
 
Bowen Bridge Road, Herston, Qld. 
Architect 
 
Atkinson and Conrad, with Lange L. Powell 
 
Builder 
 
Day labour 
 
 
 
 
Notes and References 
 
BCC building register no.33549, 2/12/1936. 
Telegraph (Brisbane), 7 December 1936, second edition, p.7. 
 
  
208 
 
 
 
Year(s) Constructed 
 
1937 
Name of Building 
 
Commercial Bank of Australia 
Status 
 
Standing 
 
Location 
 
751 Stanley Street, Woolloongabba, Qld. 
Architect 
 
Lange L. Powell 
 
Builder 
 
Ashlar Building Co. 
 
 
 
 
Notes and References 
 
Architectural and Building Journal of Queensland, October 1937, p.21 [result of tender] 
 
  
209 
 
 
 
Year(s) Constructed 
 
1937 
Name of Building 
 
Additions to St Augustine's Anglican Church 
Status 
 
Standing 
 
Location 
 
56 Racecourse Road, Hamilton, Qld. 
Architect 
 
Lange L. Powell 
 
Builder 
 
D.F. Roberts 
 
   
 
 
Notes and References 
 
Courier Mail, 25 May 1937, p.18. 
Plans in University of Queensland Fryer Library, UQFL211, job no.44A. 
  
210 
 
 
 
Year(s) Constructed 
 
1937-38 
Name of Building 
 
St John's Anglican Church 
Status 
 
Standing 
 
Location 
 
cnr Robert & Cordelia Streets, Surat, Qld. 
Architect 
 
Lange L. Powell; supervised by M.C. Williamson 
 
Builder 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Notes and References 
 
Balonne Beacon, 24 June 1937, p.4 [tender notice] 
 
  
211 
 
 
 
Year(s) Constructed 
 
1938 
Name of Building 
 
Additions and alterations to National Bank of Australasia 
Status 
 
Standing 
 
Location 
 
143 Eighth Avenue (cnr Tenth Street), Home Hill, Qld. 
Architect 
 
Lange L. Powell; supervised by Frederick Smith 
 
Builder 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Notes and References 
 
Courier Mail, 23 April 1938, p.8 [tender notice] 
This was a remodelling of Powell's 1923 design, see above. 
 
212 
 
 
 
Year(s) Constructed 
 
1938 
Name of Building 
 
Residence for Roy S. Mackay 
Status 
 
Standing 
 
Location 
 
19 Cawmore Road, Hawthorne, Qld. 
Architect 
 
Lange L. Powell 
 
Builder 
 
J.H. Watson 
 
 
 
 
 
Notes and References 
 
BCC building register no.37735, 30/4/1938. 
 
213 
 
 
 
Year(s) Constructed 
 
1938-39 
Name of Building 
 
Nurses' quarters block 2, Brisbane General Hospital 
Status 
 
Demolished 
 
Location 
 
Bowen Bridge Road, Herston, Qld. 
Architect 
 
Atkinson and Conrad, with Lange L. Powell 
 
Builder 
 
Day labour 
 
 
 
 
Notes and References 
 
Telegraph (Brisbane), 30 October 1939, city final edition, p.6. 
Truth (Brisbane), 5 November 1939, p.35. 
 
  
214 
 
 
 
Year(s) Constructed 
 
1938-40 
Name of Building 
 
Additions to St Mark's Anglican Church 
Status 
 
Standing 
 
Location 
 
55 Grafton Street, Warwick, Qld. 
Architect 
 
Lange L. Powell; supervised after his death by 
Powell, Dods and Thorpe 
 
Builder 
 
Horace Sanham & Son 
 
 
 
 
 
Notes and References 
 
Courier Mail, 13 December 1938, p.8. 
Telegraph (Brisbane), 2 February 1940, city final edition, p.5. 
 
  
215 
 
 
 
Year(s) Constructed 
 
1938-39 
Name of Building 
 
St Andrew's Anglican Church 
Status 
 
Demolished 
 
Location 
 
46 Upper Gay Terrace, Caloundra, Qld. 
Architect 
 
Lange L. Powell 
 
Builder 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Notes and References 
 
Nambour Chronicle, 21 October 1938, p.4 [tender notice] 
 
 
